
Janney Elementary School 

2019—2020 LSAT 

December 10, 2019 Meeting 

 
2019-2020 LSAT Members: 

 

Staff and Teachers: Parents 

Alysia Lutz (Principal) 
Rebecca Reuter (Co-Chair) 
Tawana Franklin 
Genna Greenberg 
Robyn Nelson 
Elizabeth DiCrosta 
Mike Barnhart 
Margaret Mallory (not present) 
 
 
  

Lauren Laitin (Co-Chair)  
Katy Button 
Seth Hanlon 
Deborah Raviv (not present) 
Yier Shi 
Jennifer Windom 
Lalla Marquez 
 
PTA Past Presidents:  
Ginny Warren (not present) 
Heather Turekian 
Tara Cooksey (not present) 
 

 

Agenda: 

● Conversation with Patrick Davis  
● Discussion topics: 

○ OSSE STAR Report Card 
○ Preparation for Community Night 
○ Framing of new LSAT topics 

● Call for any additional topics 
● Committee time 
● Closing 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Conversation with Patrick Davis  

● Patrick Davis, DCPS COO joined the LSAT to discuss topics related to growth projections 
and resulting space considerations 

● Mr. Davis recognized Janney as the second largest elementary school and discussed 
projections for future growth: 

○ Master Facilities Plan was released last spring and included both 5 and 10 year 
projections 

■ The Master Facilities Plan looked at future planned developments, 
projected growth, mobility and demographic changes 



● Projections reflect younger families moving in the Janney district, 
and more births anticipated in coming years.  

● There is not a significant increase anticipated in the next 4-5 
years, but the 10 year projection shows Janney at 887 students.  

○ DCPS is focused on both the operational constraints and 
potential pedagogical concerns of such a large elementary 
school 

○ The idea of a new area elementary school is also under 
consideration in addition to expanding Janney’s campus, 
but large lots are scarce in DC and zoning and cost 
constraints make starting a new school difficult. 

○ Boundary changes are not likely to happen because they 
wouldn’t solve the broader Ward 3 feeder issues. 

○ DCPS is aware of the Ward 3 overcrowding concerns and is 
actively considering different ideas for how to address it. 

○ Building Modifications to Address Growth 
■ First step is to look at the options for interior modifications. 

● Excess corridor, offices, pull out spaces, etc. 
● Looking for 700 sq ft of space for a classroom 
● Potentially adjusting classroom 112 

○ One of the few interior solutions available to Janney 
■ Second step could be modular classrooms, but Davis stated that trailers 

are an inefficient use of space and also a costly temporary solution. 
● Would involve a sacrifice of outdoor space 
● Comes with a programmatic cost 
● Janney has a challenging topography 
● Good classrooms, but extremely inefficient 
● Not a permanent solution 
● Class sizes of 26 do not warrant a trailer, regardless of whether or 

not we wanted it 
■ Third step is building a new structure at Janney 

● An addition would likely be built in the space where the 
greenhouse is currently and building up vertically 

○ This would potentially have the least impact on/sacrifice of 
other currently utilized outdoor space 

● The timeline for an addition would be part of the Capital 
Improvement Plan (6 year plan) 

● New CIP for 2021-26 coming out soon 
● For a project like this there would be a full year of design 

○ Major modernizations take 2 years 
○ The construction of this structure at JAnney would take a 

year 
○ LSAT Q: What should we do to position ourselves to advocate for our future 

needs? 



■ Davis A: Look at the year to year projections and see what the impact 
would be 

● Explain what would happen (e.g. because we don’t have x, we 
can’t do y) 

● Think about where growth is happening, and if it is clustered in 
specific grades 

○ Safety of the roads around the school 
■ We have asked about speed bumps 
■ Did a walkthrough with councilmember Cheh 
■ DDOT and the city have to do a study, and apparently there is not enough 

traffic on Albemarle to warrant and speed bump 
● Asked Davis to see if extra scrutiny could be given to the traffic 

study given that the presence of such a large school. 
○ Davis said he would look into it. LSAT to follow up. 

● Davis expressed willingness to come speak to the parent community about growth 
concerns. 

 
OSSE STAR Report Card 

● DCPS School Report Card were issued 
● Reviewed the new data that was released 
● Janney remains a 5 star school 
● Areas of growth: 

○ PARCC growth 
○ PK CLASS 
○ ELL Students 

● Because of Janney’s overall high performance, small differences can yield significant 
variations in the scoring.  

● One issue reflected in the data shows that students who start the year below grade level 
are more likely to end the year at or above grade level in the earlier grades (PK, K, 1, 2). 
In 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade, the data shows we are less successful at closing that gap.  

○ There are many factors that play in the difficulty in closing the gap 
○ Overall, the number of Janney students beginning the year below grade level is 

very small. 
 
Preparation for Community Night 

● Alysia to present a few slides for LSAT’s review at January LSAT meeting.  
 
Framing of new LSAT topics 

● In order to optimize efficiency and productivity across the LSAT team, a few LSAT 
members will be working on guidelines for how to frame new topics being introduced at 
LSAT.  

● Goal is to make presenting topics accessible and effective for purposes of this audience.  
● New guidelines will be presented at the January meeting. LSAT members will work on 

them between now and the next meeting. 
 



Call for any additional topics 
 
LSAT members to present jamboree in January to increase awareness and let people know 
how to apply if they want to participate. 
 
There was no remaining time for committees this month. 


