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4 Janney 1925-2000

The dedicated efforts of Janney Historians over the decades made 
this book possible. These Janney parents collected, created and 
maintained the documents on which Janney Days is based. Their 

careful work remains as an invaluable gift to their children and ours, 
and to all who will follow through Janney in the future.

The idea for telling Janney’s story came from Joan Sugarman. She is 
a children’s book author and former Janney parent, who came to speak 
at our annual Library Night a few years ago. During the program, PTA 
volunteer Polly brown gave a short talk on Janney’s community activities 
during World War ii. Her presentation intrigued everyone, particularly 
Joan Sugarman. At the close of the evening, Mrs. Sugarman encouraged 
us to write Janney’s history, by providing a small grant. Work got under-
way, but it was the celebration of Janney’s 75th Anniversary that 
inspired us to go the extra length and compile this book.

Any project of this nature has innumerable contributors. Not all of 
them can be named or listed, but we are grateful to each and every one.

Diane Coggins, the Janney Elementary School Librarian, has kept 
careful custody of the documents and photographs that provided the 
basis for this book. She has offered support and encouragement at every 
step of the way. Maggie Kennedy and Jean Samuels, Janney parents 
and long-time library volunteers, sorted, organized, and boxed the his-
torical materials chronologically so that they would be more accessible 
for research.

Lena Frumin’s efforts were indispensable. it was Lena’s idea to include 
oral history in the book. Lena did much of the legwork, made contacts, 
helped with interviews, prepared grant applications, and provided ongo-
ing encouragement. Lena’s paintings grace the “introduction” and the 
back cover, and her map of early Tenleytown appears in Chapter One. 

Ellen baker Smyth, graphic designer and former Janney student and 
parent, volunteered incalculable hours to design the book and see it 
through publication, always with good humor and enthusiasm.

Debbie bruno read many drafts, providing helpful comments and 
corrections. Several other people including Gail Charity, Mike Crabtree, 
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Lena Frumin, Mary Giffin, Susan Price, Kathryn Ray and Sarah 
Whitener read and provided comments on the final draft. Sandy 
Stillerman helped with transcription.

Many people generously shared their time, memories, and photo-
graphs or other materials for use in the preparation of this book. They 
are, in alphabetical order: bertha Aed; Ralph Arosemia; Chuck babcock; 
Amy bauer; Janice benson bauer; bruce beckington; Randy beckington; 
Marcia birnbaum; Will blacklow; Judith block; inga blust; Mary beth 
bowen; Frances Pellegrino brown, Twinkle burke; the Reverend Dr. 
Ronald Connor; Shirley Conover; Ursula Cossel; Ginny Curtin; Jane 
Donovan; Hurley Doddy; Alison Fastov; Karen Lyn Femia; Frank 
Fitzmaurice; Anne Gay; Michael Geglia; Frances Clay Gleason; Lois 
boteler Hanmer; Stephen Read Hanmer; becky Hayes; Casper Heindl; 
Ethel Horton; Kathleen Hunter; Dorothy Jackson; Sol Jacobson; 
Deborah Jaquiss; Richard Janigian; Russell Johnson; Kathy Jones; 
Alka Kapur Khanna; Elizabeth Kiernan; Ruth Kroll; Kitty Layne; 
Charlotte Letts; John McCarthy; Maeve McCarthy; Gladys McLaughlin 
Morders; Angelica Yachnis Lower; betty Jean Ferris Morgan; Wendy 
Morgan-Williams; Joan Oshinsky; Jean Pablo; Mary Seixas Paul; bill 
Perna; Joan Prival; Lona Shepley Piatigorsky; Susan Price; Ermyn 
Roberts; Vin Rocque; Ray and Ralph Sanders; bob Scholz; Gertrude 
Shapiro; Joe Shapiro; Joan Sharkey; Gordon Sheridan; Lib Siegal; Jay 
Silberman; William Smith; Demetri Spyropoulos; Paul Spyropoulos; 
Straton Michael Spyropoulos; Mark Stein; Joan Sugarman; Diana 
Jaquiss Tamayo; Robert Tetlow; Marvin Tievsky; Claudia Townsend; 
Edie Walter; Yael Walters-Kozar; Emma byrum Weaver; Linda 
Weissler-Hughes; Alease Williams; Jean Williams; Anthony Yachnis; 
Shoshana Zallman; George Ziener. ■
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Bernard T. Janney
April 17, 1843 – January 16, 1916

Bernard T. Janney was born in Loudoun 
County, Virginia, on April 17, 1843. As a 
young man, he attended Westtown College, a  

well-known Quaker school near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. His education 
was interrupted by the Civil 
War, in which he fought 
with the Union forces, even 
though most of his family 
and neighbors sympathized 
with the Confederate cause. 
Mr. Janney rose to the rank 
of Captain. 

in 1871, Mr. Janney was 
appointed as a teacher of 
grades one through eight at 
the brightwood, D.C. school. 
in 1874, he went to 

Georgetown to teach in one of the grammar schools 
there. by 1876, Mr. Janney was the supervising prin-
cipal of the schools in what was then the Georgetown 
district. The schools in the Tenleytown neighborhood 
became Mr. Janney’s responsibility in 1906. 

When the bernard T. Janney Elementary School 
was dedicated in 1925, R. L. Haycock, a former 
superintendent of schools, said the following about 
Mr. Janney:

Mr. Janney was universally known and highly 
esteemed throughout all of this section. He  

held a… close relation to the pupils, teachers, and 
citizens generally in Georgetown and its environs. 
To his teachers he was a sympathetic and gener-
ous friend, and toward young people everywhere 
he maintained a spirit of comradeship. Much of 
his success as a teacher and administrator was 
due to this admirable characteristic.

A tall man of dignified and soldierly bearing, 
he was an impressive figure when he walked into 
a classroom. The bad boy was inclined to put 
away all mischief when Mr. Janney was around. 
The children liked to have him come. They were 
fond of Mr. Janney’s bay horse, Robin, which he 
drove to a buggy for years. Often when the snow 
was deep in winter the merry tinkling of sleigh 
bells announced the coming of Mr. Janney. 
Frequently he brought with him his dog, a beau-
tiful collie that had been well taught how to 
behave in a classroom.

The youth of this community may well look to 
him as an example of high-principled, ambitious 
young manhood, as a patriotic and worthy citi-
zen, as a keeper of the Golden Rule. The teachers 
of this school may ever remember him as one who 
devoted his life to the development of children, 
who worked diligently and conscientiously for the 
improvement of education. 

[R. L. Haycock, “bernard T. Janney,” biographical Directory of 
the Public Schools of the District of Columbia, Revised Edition 
1953, compiled in the Office of the Statistician].
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T his history commemorates the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the bernard T. Janney 
Elementary School. it is not a complete his-

tory of the school, but rather a collection of vignettes 
fitted together to give a sense of what life was like 
at Janney throughout the decades. The history is 
based primarily on materials selected and main-
tained over the decades by the Janney School 
Parent-Teacher Association. To give the history life, 
we have included the reminiscences of Janney 
teachers and alumni, many of whom continue to live 
in this neighborhood.

From 1932 through 1972, successive PTA 

“Historians” prepared scrapbooks highlighting 
school events. Most of the now-fragile scrapbooks 
include Janney newsletters, PTA committee chair-
men reports, photographs, and news clippings. 
Janney’s earlier years, 1925 to 1930, are covered 
less fully in two composition notebooks: the 1925-
1929 “Minutes of the Literary Society of the 8A 
Grade of the Janney School”; and, the 1929-1930 
minutes of the “Literary Society of the 8A-8b 
Grades.” in these notebooks, news clippings about 
Janney activities are interspersed with beautifully 
hand-written poems, reflections, and minutes of the 
Societies. With one or two exceptions, the publica-

8 Janney 1925-2000
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1925–1941
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IntroductIon

tion from which the clippings were cut is not identi-
fied, but we believe that they are all from The Top 
Notch, an early community newspaper published by 
the Friendship Citizens’ Association.

Fewer materials were maintained for the years 
after 1972. PTA minutes and school newsletters 
were the primary sources. 

We have come to refer to all of these materials as 
the Janney School “Archives.” in instances where 
information is from outside sources included in the 
Archives, such as news clippings, those sources are 
separately cited as fully as possible, i.e., to the extent 
that they are identified in the scrapbooks by publica-

tion, author, article title, date or page. Where photo-
graphs reproduced in this book were traceable to a 
particular publication, permission has been obtained 
and credit has been given. Similarly, we have cred-
ited photographers and/or photography studios with 
any photographs bearing their stamp.

Some general background information not includ-
ed in Janney’s Archives is from Judith beck Helm’s 
history of Tenleytown, Tenleytown, D.C. Country 
Village into City Neighborhood, Tennally Press, 
Washington, D.C. 1981. in each instance where the 
Helm book is the sole source of information, it is 
separately cited. ■

Principals

Emily Crandall
1983–1988

Anne C. Gay
1989–1999

Richard Patterson
1 999–2001



Map of TenleyTown CirCa 1925

 1.  Eldbrooke Church was first built in 
1840. The cemetery stills bears testi-
mony to former Tenleytowners such as 
Hilleary Burrows and his wife, Minnie 
Duvall (daughter of the blacksmith).

 2.  The Third Tenleytown Inn was built in 
the 1850s and was replaced by 
Sears, Roebuck in 1941.

 3.  The blacksmith shop was a popular 
place for kids to gather after school.

 4.  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 
stood at Murdock Mill Rd. and 
Albemarle St., now 42nd St.

 5.  Janney School was built in 1925. 
Separate entrances for girls and boys, 
now relics of the past, are still marked 
above the east and west doors.

 6.  The red brick Tenley Elementary 
School was built in 1882 and dou-
bled in size in 1896. It was painted 
white and used as a school building 
by St. Ann’s. Tenley School was torn 
down in 1970, and replaced by the 
present St. Ann’s Academy.

 7.  St. Ann’s second church building 
was finished in 1903.

 8.  The Gould’s ran a general store 
and sold feed for horses and  
farm animals until the mid 20s.  
The store was torn down in order  
to create a park at Tenley Circle.

 9.  These houses were torn down in 
1926 in order to build the 
Masonic Temple.

10.  This store is one of the oldest 
buildings in the neighborhood.  
In 1925 it was O’day’s Store.  
Some of the original sidewalk  
on Grant Road still exists.

11.  These houses, built in the 1890s, 
still stand on Grant Rd.

12.  The Burrow’s Market, built in 1900, 
was torn down in 1977 for Metro 
Construction.

13. The Sub-T served 
as the Police 
Station until 1926 
when the Police 
moved to the corner or 42nd and 
Albemarle. The Tenley Branch Library 
was located here until 1960.

14.  The Tenally-Lightfoot house was torn 
down in the 1950s when Hechinger’s 
expanded its lumberyard.

15.  The ice house was located down an 
alley where horse-drawn delivery trucks 
were loaded with ice each morning.
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Janney School opened its doors in a rural village in 1925. 
This is a 1920s view of the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and old 
Loughborough Road (now Van Ness Street). In the 1920s, old 
Loughborough curved in contrast to the current “straight” Van Ness Street. 
The Wisconsin Avenue Market is just to the right of the big tree on the 
right. Mr. Raymond Johnson opened the market after his construction 
business declined during the Great Depression. A man growing flowers 
asked Mr. Johnson to sell them. Flowers sales were so successful that Mr. 

Johnson gave up on groceries. Eventually his store grew to become 
Johnson’s Flower and Garden Center. The field in the foreground is now 
4000 Wisconsin Avenue. Channel 9 stands at the site of the Lucky Strike 
billboard. The three houses at the curve of Loughborough Road still stand 
on Van Ness Street. During the 1990s, Johnson’s Flower and Garden 
Center would begin to co-sponsor annual plant sales with Janney, to  
benefit the school’s outdoor projects.

c h a p t e r  o n e

Janney’s Neighborhood
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T he bernard T. Janney Elementary School 
was built in 1925 and opened its doors in 
September of that year. During its 75 years, 

Janney has been an integral part of the surround-
ing neighborhood. That neighborhood was known in 
the 1700s as Tennally’s Tavern, then Tennallytown 
or Tenleytown (after 1800), then Friendship (1950s), 
and now Tenleytown and American University 
Park.1 Tenleytown “is older than every other neigh-
borhood in the District of Columbia with the excep-
tion of Georgetown.”2 A brief look back gives context 
to Janney’s 75-year history. 

The intersection of River Road and Wisconsin 
Avenue has always been the heart of Tenleytown. 
The community grew up as a popular stopping place 
for travelers and tradesmen using these routes to go 

from Georgetown north to Frederick or east to 
Great Falls. Tennally’s Tavern, built in or before 
1789, stood on the northwest corner of the intersec-
tion. in 1805, the Tennallytown inn was built on the 
southwest corner.3 From 1829 until 1887, a tollgate 
located in or near the old Tennally’s Tavern 
stretched across Wisconsin Avenue.4 

in the earliest days, travel was by stagecoach, 
horse, or horse and cart.5 in 1890, however, a street-
car line that had begun operating in the District of 
Columbia in 1888 was extended to Tenleytown.6 
Streetcars had a significant impact on the area. “For 
the first time its residents could go to Washington 
city to work, attend school, shop, or visit, any time of 
the day, without encumbrance of horse and cart.”7 At 
the same time, the city streets were extending north 

12 Janney 1925-2000

Janney’s neIghborhood

An 1897 view looking 
north on 47th Street near 
its intersection with 
Ellicott (formerly Erie 
Street). Fort Bayard is the 
wooded area in the right 
background. The two houses 
still stand today. The house 
on the right is on 47th Street 
and the house on the left is 
on Fessenden Street (formerly 
Flint Street). Western Avenue 
would later be constructed to 
the left.

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PARK, WASHINGTON, D. C. 1 9



and west, ever closer to Tenleytown.8 Development 
was inevitable. Tenleytown began to grow, as the 
title of Judith beck Helm’s history says, from “a 
country village into a city neighborhood.”

Let’s imagine what this still-rural village looked 
like just before Janney was built in 1925. Trees and 
grass covered the large westward-sloping lot on 
which Janney now stands. in fact, grass and wood-
lands predominated on both sides of Albemarle 
Street, extending down towards Western Avenue. 

St. Columba’s Episcopal Church occupied a small 
frame building on the north side of Albemarle Street 
in the middle of what is now 42nd Street.9 Up the 
Albemarle Street hill, at Wisconsin Avenue, the 
Hilltop Gas Station and auto supply store operated 
out of the Third Tennallytown inn.10 in 1930, a small 

gas station would be built south of the inn, directly 
on the northwest corner of Albemarle Street and 
Wisconsin Avenue. both buildings would be razed in 
1939 to make way for the Sears-Roebuck building.11

The burrows-Mostow store sold feed and grocer-
ies across Wisconsin Avenue, on the northeast cor-
ner of Wisconsin and Albemarle, the site now occu-
pied by the Payless Shoe Store parking lot and a 
Metro entrance.12 A police station stood farther up 
the street, at 4539 Wisconsin Avenue, where 
Domino’s Pizza is now located.13 immediately north 
of the police station was a private residence, the 
Tennally-Lightfoot house, which was situated on a 
large, otherwise-open lot that would hold, in later 
years, a Giant grocery store (1939), Hechinger’s 
hardware store and lumberyard (1959), and the 
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Janney’s neIghborhood

An 1897 view shows the beginnings of 
American University Park. The photographer 
stood on the south side of Massachusetts 
Avenue, near the current offices of the W.C. and 
A.N. Miller Realtors. The men and horses are 
grading on Massachusetts Avenue. The two  
houses in the background still stand today and 
are owned by former Janney parents. On the right 
(see inset) is the home of Kathleen and John 
Hunter on 49th Street. On the left is the home of 

Frances Clay Gleason 
on Butterworth Place 
(formerly Armes 
Place).

 THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PARK, WASHINGTON, D. C. 1 9



CVS pharmacy (late 1990s).14 Directly across the 
street from the Tennally-Lightfoot house, at 4536 
Wisconsin Avenue, stood the rooming and apart-
ment house that had previously been a private resi-
dence known as Gloria Point.15

Wisconsin Avenue, which had been widened in 
1919 to accommodate automobile traffic as well as 
street car tracks, remained primarily residential in 
the early 1920s.16 Private homes also lined Grant 
Road, which was then a major thoroughfare to 
Chevy Chase.17 A community of freed slaves that 
had sprung up at Fort Reno after the Civil War still 
thrived, although their homes were soon to be torn 

14 Janney 1925-2000

Janney’s neIghborhood

The Tenley School was a red-brick building 
fronting on Wisconsin Avenue where the St. 
Ann’s Academy and grounds are now located. It 
housed grades one through eight. By the early 
1920s, the school was both overcrowded and 
decrepit. Janney School was built to supplement 
and eventually replace the Tenley School.

Children standing on the steps of the 
Tenley School, approximately 1888. Daisy 
Estelle Burrows is standing at the far right in the 
last row. Daisy was born in her father’s home in 
the 4100 block of River Road. This house was one 
of the original farmhouses in what would become 
American University Park. The house was later 
moved to Verplanck Place to make way for the 
construction of River Road Presbyterian Church. 
Daisy’s father, Frederick W. Burrows recalled how 
his mother served biscuits and tea to President 
Abraham Lincoln when he visited their home.  
The President had been inspecting nearby Fort 
Bayard. Daisy later married John Boteler.  
Her granddaughter Lois Boteler Hanmer is a 
Janney graduate.



down for construction of a reservoir and the Alice 
Deal Junior High School.18 Scattered homes and 
farms dotted the landscape surrounding the main 
thoroughfares. Homebuilding, however, was 
increasing in the area. 

Streets that we now use everyday did not exist in 
1925. instead, the people of Tenleytown depended 
on a meandering system of country roads— e.g., 
Grant Road, Murdock Mill Road, belt Road, old 
Loughborough Road—that connected the commu-
nity in important ways. Although Albemarle Street 
west of Wisconsin Avenue had been cut through in 
1906, the eastern side of Albemarle, from Wisconsin 

Avenue to Reno Road, did not exist in 1925, and 
would not be cut through until 1931.19 Yuma Street 
was open, but for only one block west of Wisconsin 
Avenue, as a dirt road.20 Forty-second Street would 
be cut through in 1927, and St. Columba’s would in 
the same year move into new stone quarters.21 
Nebraska Avenue would not be extended north of 
Tenley Circle until 1934-1935.22 

Washington was a segregated city before Janney 
was built and for a long time thereafter. There 
were two separate sets of schools: the Division 1 
“white” schools and the Division 2 “colored” schools, 
as they were then called. in 1925, black children 
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Janney’s neIghborhood

Tenley School  
classroom scene  
in the 1920s.  
Miss Blanche Pulizzi  
can be seen in the left 
background. The light  
fixtures appear to be  
the original gas lights.



attended the Jesse Lee Reno School on what was 
then called Howard Road. That school building 
still stands at the northeast corner of Alice Deal 
Junior High School. White children attended the 
Tenley School, a red brick building fronting on 
Wisconsin Avenue where St. Ann’s Academy and 
grounds are now located.23 Across Wisconsin 
Avenue from the Tenley School stood perhaps a 
home or two and some small stores. 

by the early 1920s, the Tenley School was both 
overcrowded and decrepit. Janney School was built 

to supplement and eventually replace the Tenley 
School. Janney was built, as planned, in two stag-
es. The original construction was completed in 
1925. An eight-room addition was built in 1932. 
Looking carefully at the front of the school, one can 
see to the left of the westernmost drainpipe the 
seam between the original building on the east 
side of the lot and the 1932 addition to the west. ■

16 Janney 1925-2000

Janney’s neIghborhood

Graduating Class in the 1920s. The banner demonstrates the ties of 
the new Janney School to the old Tenley School.



c h a p t e r  t w o

The Early Years
1925-1930

17

Janney School, 1929. This photograph shows the original 1925 construction before the addition of a western wing in 1932.



In September 1925 grades three through eight 
moved from the Tenley School into the Janney 
School, while six classes from kindergarten 

through grade two remained behind. Janney itself 
was overcrowded almost from the outset. in 1926 
there were 518 students. in 1927 there were 585. 
There had been 600 the first day, but 15 from 
Maryland were turned away. As The Top Notch 
newspaper noted in its November 1927 edition, this 
showed two things: “First, many new families are 
moving into our locality and soon the Friendship 
district will be one of the most thriving suburbs 
about the National Capital if the rate of gain contin-
ues as in the past few years. Second, our school 
needs a new addition within the immediate future.” 

The “rate of gain” did continue, and by 1929 Janney 
had a record number of 630 students for its 19 
teachers. 

Although overcrowded, Janney thrived in its 
early years under the guidance of its first principal, 
blanche Louise Pulizzi. blanche Pulizzi was an 
established educator who had taught in District 
Schools since 1891. Her educational philosophy was 
quite simple: “i believe in freedom—but controlled 
freedom of course.”1 As have her successors, Janney’s 
first principal “found that praise works well,” and 
that “children are susceptible to kindness.”2 As Miss 
Pulizzi stated in an interview upon her retirement 
in 1941:

i have rarely found a child resenting my correc-
tions. i try to put the matter to him fairly. For 
instance…when an older boy is picking on small 
children, i ask him what he would think if i 
went out and slapped a kindergarten child. 
After i’ve corrected him, i soon ask him to do a 
favor for me—such as carrying notices around 
to the schoolrooms for me. Children love to do 
that. in this way i show him that i don’t hold 
any resentment against him. Once the correc-
tion has been made, i don’t believe in carrying 
the matter on forever.3 

Miss Pulizzi kept an eye out for the “undernour-
ished and forlorn and…often quietly helped in their 
direction.”4 She would, for example, visit family 
homes after school hours, and provide food and fuel 
when needed, thanks to the thirty dollars a month 
given to her by a friend for that purpose.5 Miss 

18 Janney 1925-2000

1925-1930

Janney thrived in its early years under the guidance of its first principal, 
Blanche Louise Pulizzi. Miss Pulizzi was an established educator who had 
taught in District Schools since 1891. Her educational philosophy was quite 
simple: “I believe in freedom—but controlled freedom of course.”1



Pulizzi was an active member of the Janney PTA’s 
first Welfare Committee. 

blanche Pulizzi was also an active member of the 
Friendship Citizens’ Association. She was a well-
known civic activist who fought “perennial battles 
for civic improvements.”6 She kept after officials 
until they installed the first traffic light in the 
Friendship section at Wisconsin Avenue and 
Albemarle Street. She was also responsible for a 
petition urging enclosed vestibules for streetcar 
motormen.7 

“When Tenleytown, now Friendship, was just an 
overgrown farm, a branch library was started in 
Janney School.…That was Miss Pulizzi’s work too.”8 
This was the Tenley-Friendship branch library, 
which opened in Janney School in September 1926. 
Library hours were from 1:30-9:00 p.m. Tuesdays, 

1:30-5:00 p.m. Thursdays, and 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays. The library was a great success. in 
1927, the library moved into the building at 4539 
Wisconsin Avenue, which had served as a police sta-
tion since it was built in 1904. The police moved into 
their new building at 4125 Albemarle Street, across 
from Janney’s western playground, where the 
isabella breckinridge Center now stands. 

Janney’s community involvement was not limit-
ed to housing the public library. Janney’s play-
ground was the Friendship section’s community 
playground from 1925 until Friendship (“Turtle”) 
Park was completed and dedicated in 1958. The 
playground was open and supervised by Recreation 
Department staff after school hours, weekends, and 
summers. After-school activities during the week 
included inter-class basketball and baseball games. 

Janney 1925-2000 19
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Janney School classroom 
scene in the 1920s. 
The built-in bookcases, the 
blackboard and double doors 
remain the same today.



On Saturdays there 
were inter-school soc-
cer and girls’ basket-
ball games. Mrs. 
Gassman, a popular 
and indefatigable play-
ground instructor, 
urged parents to send 
their children to the 
playground in the sum-
mer of 1929, promising 
a “very busy July with 
sewing, basketry, ten-
nis, field days for boys 
and girls and a wonder-
ful doll exhibit.”9 

Janney’s community 
playground was the site 
of annual holiday  
festivities, including 
Halloween parades, 
community Christmas 
carol sings, and St. 
Patrick’s Day and May 
Day celebrations. PTA 
fund-raisers were also 
held on the playground. 
The first recorded fund-
raiser, in the 1927-1928 
school year, was a 

“Lawn Fete.” it was attended by more than 1,000 
people and believed to be “the largest gathering of 
its kind that has ever been held in this section.”10 
Over $225 was realized. 

“Summer Roundups” also often began on the 
playground. The Summer Roundup was a health 
project promoted by the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers and described as a “campaign 
to send to the entering grade of school a class of 
children as free as possible from remedial defects.” 
At Janney, this was accomplished by community 
physicians who volunteered their time and services 
each summer to conduct physical examinations for 
children entering kindergarten or first grade in the 
following fall. Summer Roundups continued through 
1954, although beginning in 1952 parents could 
choose to use either the Summer Roundup or their 
personal physicians or pediatricians for pre-school 
examinations.

Janney’s auditorium also had a community focus 
in the early years. At the beginning of the Great 
Depression, the auditorium was opened in the 1929-
1930 school year for a census of the unemployed 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. Twenty-
eight families in the immediate vicinity were regis-
tered. As The Top Notch stated at the time, “it is 
earnestly hoped that this will result in relief as soon 
as possible.” in the same school year, Janney par-
ents and students prepared and sent 16 Christmas 
baskets and trees to “some of our less fortunate 
friends.” 

The PTA Welfare Committee and Welfare Fund 
were also active. From them, needy children in the 
neighborhood received clothing, free lunches, car 
fare, groceries, and milk. in later years, the 
Committee would send five PTA members each 
Friday to assist in serving hot lunches to the needy 
people of Georgetown.
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Mrs. Snow taught sewing to the 
Janney girls and I still have this piece 
of sampler after all these years. Some 
years later, when I graduated from Wilson 
High School, most of the girls made their 
own graduation dresses, so Mrs. Snow’s 
earlier sewing lessons paid off.

I met my husband-to-be at Janney. 
His name was Allen Weaver and we were 
married for 56 years (sadly, Allen passed 
away in 1998). Allen told me in later 
years that he always considered me  
“his girl” at Janney, although I did not 
know it at the time. His family later 
moved to Georgetown and we lost con-
tact. When I was seventeen, Allen and I 
ran into each other on the streetcar.  
We started dating and went steady until 
we married in 1942.

Emma Byrum Weaver 
Attended Janney 1925-32

1925-1930



PTA membership was high, and meetings were 
always well attended. The PTA meetings were 
facilitated by “grade mothers,” the predecessors of 
our room parents. One of the many duties of the 
grade mothers at the time was to welcome parents 
to the PTA meetings, introduce them to the teacher 

and each other, and seat them together by class. 
Entertainment and refreshments were invariably 
provided, as a variety of topics was discussed. 
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Janney’s first June graduating class in 1926-Grade 8. The school’s 
original glass transom is visible. 



An observer at the October 7, 1929 PTA meeting 
noted that, “the most significant and stimulating 
thing about it all was that the parents…most 
unmistakably exhibited the keenest interest in 
their school. This interest, if sustained, surely holds 
the promise of a great future for the school.”11 That 
interest, of course, has continued to the present day. 
in fact, we can see the beginnings in Janney’s earli-
est days of many current PTA activities. 

in the 1926-1927 school year, an “entertainment” 
to raise funds for beautifying the grounds was a 
great success. Consequently, the “appearance of the 
grounds in the front of the Janney School has been 
much improved by the beautiful shrubbery planted 
by the Tenley-Janney PTA.”12 in the 1929-1930 

school year, the PTA’s Fine Arts Committee beauti-
fied the Janney School grounds by planting trees, 
shrubbery, and bushes. in the 1931-1932 school 
year, the school asked everyone “as a matter of civic 
pride…not to go up and down the terrace. The 
grounds have been beautified at great expense, and 
much care must be taken of these improvements.”13 

Study groups and speakers’ programs also began 
early in Janney’s history. There was, for example, a 
pre-adolescent study group, “Everyday Problems of 
the Everyday Child,” for mothers of children under 
10. On the evening of Monday, November 5, 1928, 
Miss La Salle, the Assistant Superintendent and 
Director of Research, spoke to the PTA about intel-
ligence tests, then described as “the greatest trend  
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1920s baseball team holding the 
Tenley banner. The following names 
are beautifully handwritten on the back 
of the photo: James Draper, Harry 
Carliner, James Donaldson, John 
Burroughs, J.T. Burch, Compton 
Edwards, Parks Dugan, Herman 
Gorman, Adolph More, George 
Humphries, Elmer Collins, Jack Bird, 
David Aitcheson, Clark Keeler and Dick 
Aird. We are unable to match names 
and faces; however, the names may stir 
memories for some of our readers. 



in modern education and one with which every  
parent should acquaint himself as it effects [sic] 
every child.”

Long-standing concerns of Janney’s principals 
also surfaced early. Traffic in front of the school, for 
example, has always been an issue. A “Notice” in 
the 1929-1930 school year stated:

Parents and teachers ask that parents who 
bring pupils to the Janney School in automo-
biles will kindly unload on either the north or 
south side of Albemarle at Wisconsin. When the 
unloading is done in the middle of Albemarle at 
this point it is hard for automobiles to enter 
Albemarle Street, especially when a left-hand 
turn is made. Again, this is an aid to greater 
safety for pupils.

To deal with some of this traffic, the “boy Patrol,” 
an all-male Safety Patrol, was fully functioning by 
the 1928-1929 school year. Traffic inside the school 
was handled by “Girl Aides,” who were responsible 
for holding doors and reminding students of hall-
way and stairway manners.

With a school population of 630 in the last school 
year of the decade, concern was focused on antici-
pated building projects, including the completion of 
Alice Deal Junior High School, Janney’s addition, a 
similar addition at the Murch School, and, eventu-
ally, construction of Woodrow Wilson Senior High 
School. Dr. ballou, then Superintendent of Schools, 
recommended asking Congress to appropriate funds 
for Janney’s planned eight-room addition, and a 
special committee was formed to push for immedi-
ate funding. ■
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1920s basketball team holding 
the Janney banner. Janney’s play-
ground was the Friendship section’s 
community playground from 1925 
until Friendship (“Turtle”) Park was 
completed and dedicated in 1958. 
On Saturdays there were inter-school 
soccer and girls’ basketball games. 
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I remember starting first grade 
in the old Tenley School. In 

second grade, I attended 
school in a portable classroom. 
And then in September of 
1925, I started third grade in 
the new Janney Elementary 
School. i also had a sister and a 
brother, so all three of us were in 
Janney when it first opened up. 
We knew most of the kids that 
were in the school because there 
were very few houses around in 
the area at that time. 

We were excited about moving 
in to a new school. i’m sure you’ll 
find plenty of people who remem-
ber the principal, Miss Pulizzi. 
She was a very stern looking 
woman, and most of the kids were 
scared to death of her. She wore 
pinch nose glasses and i always 
wondered how she kept them on 
her nose. 

Moving to the new school was a 
big change for us, because over in 
the old school we had no auditori-
um and the children’s bathrooms 
were down in the basement, a 
very weird place. At Janney, there 
were bathrooms on the first floor 
and an auditorium. And the prin-
cipal’s office was near the school 
entrance. My classroom was up on 
the second floor, on the Albemarle 
Street side. And we were 
intrigued, as children, to have the 
windows open at an angle. in the 

old school, the windows just went 
up and down. All the kids wanted 
to have a chance to look out the 
windows. 

Tenleytown was a very little 
country town at that time. The 
streetcar came up along the school 
side of Wisconsin Ave. and went 
down on the other side. Across the 
street where Sears used to be, 
there was a tall hill, and a lot of 
that was torn down to make 
Albemarle Street level with the 
school. There was a blacksmith’s 
shop on top of that hill, and all 
the kids climbed the hill on their 
way home from school to watch 
the blacksmith shoeing horses. 
And then eventually the black-
smith shop was torn down. At 
that time, there were many hors-
es in the neighborhood. Farther 
down Wisconsin Ave. was the fire-
house, and the firemen were still 
using horses to pull the fire wag-
ons. The firehouse had stables, 
but they are no longer there.

There were very few automo-
biles. We were one of the few fam-
ilies in the area to have an auto-
mobile. There were horse-drawn 
wagons that delivered ice to the 
school, and the milkman also used 
a horse. On the corner, there was 
a police station and the policemen 
also rode horses. The policemen 
had a stable at the back of their 
station and the horses were 

always an attraction for all the 
kids going back and forth to 
school. We all walked to school.  
i don’t know of anyone who was 
ever transported by automobile.  
i don’t even think anyone came on 
the streetcar. And of course there 
was no junior high or high school 
nearby. 

We used to have a big play-
ground at Janney. Over at the old 
school there was a playground, 
but there were no swings or any-
thing like that. And i remember 
that my mother and a group of 
her friends were involved in the 
PTA. And they worked hard while 
the school was being built to get 
money to put up playground 
equipment. i still remember the 
monkey bars. 

There was no lunchroom. We 
all went home for lunch. Most of 
the teachers were living close by. i 
remember my third grade teacher, 
Mrs. Webb, and she lived up at 
41st and Fessenden Street. She 
walked back and forth to school, 
and she always went past our 
house. And i thought, “Well, if she 
doesn’t come in to see my mother, 
then i think i’m doing all right.”

Robert Tetlow 
Entered Janney in  
September 1925
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The Janney community gathers on the playground in the 1930s.



T his decade began with an appropriation of 
$120,000 for Janney’s addition, which was 
expected to be ready for occupancy in January 

1932. The legislation also included $120,000 for an 
eight-room addition to Murch, and $100,000 to pur-
chase a site for what was to become Woodrow 
Wilson High School. Construction had begun on 
Alice Deal Junior High School, slated to be com-
pleted by the 1931-1932 school year, and billed as 
“one of the most complete and up to date school 
buildings in Washington.”

Janney’s seventh and eighth graders moved to 
Alice Deal when it was completed. Janney’s addition 
was then completed in 1932, and an open house was 
held in April of that year. The early grades that had 
remained at the Tenley School moved into Janney.

The Janney School library opened on the second 
floor of the school in the 1934-1935 school year. The 
PTA held a “Silver Tea” to raise funds for books. A 
card and bingo fund-raiser was subsequently held 
when more funds were needed. From the outset, the 
library was operated by mothers from the Library 
Committee. in the 1936-1937 school year the Library 
Committee held a “Library Tea” for mothers to see 
the progress made and the advantages children have 
in a supervised library. For many years, the library 
remained available for use only because of the 
Library Committee mothers who volunteered there. 
The library was generously funded by the PTA.

A science room was established in the 1936-1937 
school year under the auspices of a “Science Room 
Committee.” Students attended special classes in 
this room. The PTA donated $30 for books, materi-
als, and a subscription to Nature magazine.

The Community Film Council was organized in 
1932 to “review and discuss bookings of movies at 
local theaters from the point of view of desirability 
of the movies as ‘family’ movies.” School and civic 
clubs participated, and the Janney PTA had a par-
ticipating committee. 

The topic at the March 3, 1933 PTA meeting was 
the “Development of Personality Through the 
Medium of Dress.”1 As part of this discussion, a styl-
ist from Frank R. Jelleff, inc. conducted a “style 
show” with parents as models.2 

For reasons not apparent, very little is recorded 
about this decade. Economic and social factors may 
have had a role. The Depression continued into the 
1930s, affecting many. Notwithstanding the 
Depression, development in and around Tenleytown 
continued apace. With that development came what 
many saw as decreasing neighborliness and a 
decreasing sense of community. As Judith beck 
Helm states in her book, “there were so many new 
people that one could not possibly know them all.”3 
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February 1938, 6th Grade Graduation. (Above right photo) Top row (from 
left to right): Unknown, Janice Benson Bauer, Unknown, Patricia Johnson, 
Thomas Brewer, Virginia Brady, Peter Johnson. Front row: Nadine Dale, Rosalie 
Tabor, Chris Johnson, Jane Frazier, George Tolan, Loraine (last name unknown), 
David Schuckler, Frances Pellegrino Brown, Elwood White, Irene Daniels.

June 1938, 6th Grade Graduation. Top row (from left to right) 
Unknown, Richard Gregory, Rosalie Rinis, Unknown, Marjorie Wright, George 
Bisset Jr., Betty Jean Ferris Morgan. Middle row: Unknown, Dorothy Becker 
(deceased), Robert McCally (deceased), Polly Williams, Unknown, Alan 
Strout, Unknown, Unknown, Mary Alice Ferguson, Unknown. Front row: 
Unknown, Betty Field, William Haycock, Robbie Flora Wood, Philip Boesch 
(Patrol Captain), Elaine Torbert, Unknown, Unknown, Charles Tait Trussel, 
Unknown, Edward “Mac” McAlister.
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Softball players, 1930s. Softball players 
pose in front of the school. After school  
activities during the week included inter-class 
basketball and baseball.

Basketball players, 1930s. On Saturdays, 
girls played basketball on the Janney play-
ground. Some of the players pose near 
Wisconsin Avenue.
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Problems with and among the young people of 
Tenleytown followed:

The new residents did not know the young peo-
ple or their families. The new children were not 
known to the old-timers. To complicate matters 
further, the new residents were very often, 
though not always, in a higher income bracket 
than the third-generation Tenleytowners, and 
class distinctions were made by some.4 

Thus, the kind of community where all of the 
adults served as watchful authority figures for chil-
dren whose names and parents they knew had 
ceased to exist.

Other factors too caused social displacement and 

alienation. “The coming of movies, newsreels, and 
sensational magazines ended the days of innocence 
of young people in Tenleytown.”5 being “tough” 
became important. Here, as elsewhere, gangs were 
formed by teenage boys imitating John Garfield, 
Humphrey bogart, or James Cagney.6 All was not 
lost, however. Girl Scout and boy Scout Troops were 
organized to provide useful activities for the chil-
dren of Tenleytown. 

People eventually became accustomed to the 
changes wrought in the 1930s, and, by the 1940s, 
World War ii pulled the community together again. ■

Janney Building, 1930s. This unique full-face view of Janney was possi-
ble only during the period from 1932, when the western addition was com-
pleted, to 1940, when Sears’ construction began.
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The whole neighborhood 
looked very different then. 

I had an older brother, 14 1/2 
years older than I, who was 
going to Western High School 
when I was going to Janney. 
This was before Deal and Wilson 
were built. Across from where 
Deal is now located were rows of 
small houses inhabited by black 
families. in fact, practically all 
the land between Deal and 
Wilson was a black community. 
The families were moved and the 
houses torn down in order to 
build a park between the two 
schools. We hardly knew that 
these families lived there. The 
black children went to a little 
school that was behind Deal. 

When they finally built Wilson 
High School, sidewalks were 
poured all around the school. i 
remember the new cement was so 
slick and smooth. We loved it and 
we would roller skate around and 
round. There was a flagpole. i 
think it’s still there. We would go 
up to the top of the rise and go 
down really fast and then go all 
the way around the flagpole, and 
if you went fast enough you could 
go back up the rise. And then 
we’d go down in the service 
entrance and come out the other 
side. The smoothness of the new 
cement made it very nice for 

roller-skating.
And then there was an old ice-

house. You know where they put 
in the new People’s Drug Store, 
at the corner of Albemarle? Well, 
behind that there used to be an 
old icehouse. before we had an 
electric refrigerator, we would get 
deliveries of ice from a man who 
would come with great chunks of 
ice. You’ve seen these cards that 
have 25, 50, 75 and so forth? 
Those are the pounds of the size 
of the ice cake. And you’d put it 
in your window and whichever 
number was up, the man in the 
truck would cut that hunk of ice 
off and bring it in with tongs and 
put it in your icebox. And then i 
remember bobby Henry’s mother 
got the first refrigerator in the 
neighborhood, and it had a coil on 
the top. i think it was a 
Frigidaire. And when my parents 
bought their refrigerator, i was 
kind of disappointed because it 
was a Westinghouse and it didn’t 
have the coil on top. it was just a 
square box.

i started kindergarten at 
Janney in the fall of 1931. i 
remember one experience in the 
principal’s office. i was usually 
pretty good, but i think the rea-
son it sticks in my memory so 
well is it was my only visit to the 
principal. There was a boy who 

must have been irritating me in 
school and i decided i was going 
to get even with him. So i got 
some glue and i put it on his 
chair, and i wanted him to come 
and sit on it. but somebody 
squealed and told the teacher. it 
would have all been worthwhile if 
he had sat in the glue. i was sent 
to see our principal Miss Pulizzi 
and she peered at me through her 
glasses that pinched on her nose. 
The glasses were on a chain that 
would retract up into this button 
on her chest. My penalty was 
that i could not go to the assem-
bly.

My teachers at Janney will 
always be remembered. i really 
liked Mrs. Matthews in second 
grade. Mrs. Ward in the 4th 
grade made King Arthur and the 
Knights of the Round Table come 
alive for us...so alive that often in 
our play in the neighborhood we 
would assign to each other roles 
of King Arthur, Sir Lancelot, 
Guinivere, or Elaine. Mrs. 
Knowlden in 5th grade and Mrs. 
Hutchins in 6th grade were strict, 
but fair.

Betty Jean Ferris Morgan 
Attended Janney 1931-38
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War jeep purchased with proceeds from Janney’s War Bond and Stamp sale, 1943.



Blanche Pulizzi retired as principal in 1941. 
She was succeeded by Elizabeth Peeples, 
“one of the city’s best known educators,” who 

died unexpectedly on January 4, 1942, after a brief 
illness.1 Nell F. Hiscox was then appointed principal 
on February 8, 1942. Miss Hiscox had graduated 
from Central High School and Wilson Normal 
School in the District, and had bachelor of Arts 
(English Education) and Master of Arts 
(Supervision, Administration, and Health 
Education) degrees from George Washington 
University. She had been a teacher at the brightwood 
Demonstration School, and then had been principal 
at the blake School and Truesdale School. Miss 
Hiscox was to serve 28 years.

As school children throughout the country did 
during World War ii, Janney students undertook a 
variety of activities to assist in the war effort. They 
sold War bonds and Savings Stamps. They collected 
newspapers, keys (“String a Key for Victory”), scrap 
rubber, and silk stockings. They planted Victory 
Gardens, and prepared war time menus. They 
joined Junior Red Cross and Junior First Aid. They 
wrote “Letters for Morale” to America’s servicemen 
and collected “Victory books”—used books for the 
servicemen to read. Many of these activities are 
beautifully chronicled in the writings and art work 
of Janney students in “Our School at War,” which 
was a large booklet provided by the Federal “Schools 
at War” Program.

Janney students were particularly successful in 
the War Savings bond and Savings Stamp cam-
paigns. by May 1943, the children had sold enough 
stamps and bonds to purchase three jeeps. A 

detachment of soldiers brought the jeeps to the 
school to show them to the students. Children rode 
in the jeeps on the playground. They named the 
jeeps “Tenley,” “Friendship,” and “Janney.” War 
bond and Stamp sales continued into the 1944-1945 
school year, and eventually supported the purchase 
of a $25,000 training plane and five three-quarter 
ton field ambulances costing $1,950 each.

At the end of World War ii, Janney students 
joined The Evening Star’s wastepaper salvage cam-
paign, earning money to support a victim of the war 
in Europe.2 Janney’s student “Papertroopers” voted 
to “adopt” a Dutch boy, Jacobus Meelissen, age 14.3 
They raised a total of $180 to provide for Jacobus’s 
care for one year.4 After six months, however, 
Jacobus’s parents were able to care for him again.5 
Janney’s new charge was Jean Loubier, a 12-year-
old French boy.6

Although the war was the primary focus of this 
decade, other issues also demanded attention. 

in 1940, students from the Janney and St. Ann’s 
Schools petitioned the District’s Engineer 
Commissioner against a zoning change to permit 
the construction of the Sears building at Wisconsin 
Avenue and Albemarle Street.7 Parents and admin-
istrators were concerned about traffic hazards.8 Of 
particular concern was the planned Albemarle 
Street entrance and exit to roof-top parking.9 When 
all else failed, the PTA petitioned the police super-
intendent to detail a special policeman to the inter-
section of Albemarle and 42nd Streets during con-
struction.10 

Despite this initial opposition, Janney came to 
appreciate Sears as a good neighbor in the 1950s. 
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The War Years. Janney’s “Schools At War” booklet (top left), a “report to 
the Nation of our WILL TO WIN.” (Above) Janney students pose on the play-
ground with the jeeps they named, and (below) a Treasury Department cer-
tificate recognizes Janney’s participation in the War Savings Program. War 
orphans Jean Loubier (far left below) and Jacobus Meelissen were support-
ed by proceeds from Janney students’ newspaper collections.



Sears allowed Janney students to use its basement 
as an air raid shelter. And, by the time Sears donat-
ed two television sets to Janney in 1953, the delight 
of the PTA could hardly be contained. As the May 
1953 edition of “Janney School News” states:

Lucky for Janney that Sears, Roebuck, and Co. 
decided to erect their most attractive Washington 
store at Wisconsin and Albemarle. Over the 
years, Janney has found them good friends, and 
our most recent windfall is two television sets; 
now there is one for each floor.  
Mr. Morrison, the manager, is also a Janney 
parent—and a most interested one. Every boy 
and girl will show his appreciation by being 
good citizens when entering the store.

On October 1, 1945, The District’s Recreation 
Department opened Janney’s Outdoor Play School 
for 3- and 4-year-old children. The Play School, 
under the direction of a Recreation Department 
teacher, was a cooperative school, requiring paren-
tal participation.11 The school was open from 8:45 to 
11:00 a.m., and presumably continued until 
Friendship Park replaced Janney as the community 
playground.

The first foreign language instruction in District 
schools began in the 1940s. in 1945, Janney’s fifth 
graders participated in an experiment to see if 
“youngsters can learn to speak their native lan-
guage and a foreign one better if they start studying 
the foreign one before the awkward age.”12 For 20 
minutes each week, a Woodrow Wilson High School 
French teacher came to the fifth graders to conduct 

“peppy [French] conversation about colors, note-
books, papers, rooms, families, numbers, time and 
other matters.”13 

in 1946 the French program was extended to the 
second grade.14 Language instruction for second and 
fifth graders was reported to be so successful that 
school officials considered changing the system of 
beginning language study in eighth grade.15 in 
1947, Janney’s fourth graders joined the French 
language program.16 

in the post-war years, parents and educators 
became increasingly concerned with encouraging 
spiritual growth and preventing juvenile delinquen-
cy. District-wide, the issue was school prayer. A 
Supreme Court decision making religious instruc-
tion unconstitutional in public schools had raised 
questions about the propriety of school prayer. The 
board of Education, however, decided to continue 
“reading from the bible without note or comment 
and the Lord’s Prayer.”17 At Janney, the Character 
and Spiritual Education Committee of the PTA 
joined with area churches to begin in 1945 a series 
of “Children’s Community Church Services.” These 
nondenominational services were held at St. 
Columba’s Episcopal Church on Thursday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. The services were well-attended. They 
continued until 1948 or 1949. by 1950, the Character 
and Spiritual Education Committee was inactive.

before 1947, children could choose to have lunch 
at home or at school. in 1947, however, Miss Hiscox 
issued her first bulletin urging parents to tell their 
children to come home for lunch. She did not want 
Janney students wandering around the community 
or stores during the lunch hour because, as she 
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stated in her bulletin, “undesirable habits” could 
develop. Miss Hiscox probably wanted to keep her 
students away from Kresge’s 5- and 10-cent store 
then on Wisconsin Avenue, and Joe’s Variety Store 
at 4011 Albemarle Street. Joe’s opened in 1937 and 
continued to operate until the late 1960s or early 
1970s. it was “a small, chaotic, dimly-lit store”18 that 
“sold toys, games, costumes, models, candy, and 
gum.”19 Of course the children loved it! 

in another effort to discourage delinquency, Miss 

Hiscox presided over a city-wide PTA committee to 
investigate objectionable comic books sold on local 
newsstands. As reported at the time, “The PTAs 
explain that their object is not censorship and it is 

Janney students in front of St. Columba’s Episcopal Church at the 
close of a Children’s Community Church Service. Tucked under the arms of 
several students are bundles of newspapers collected to support war 
orphans Jacobus Meelissen and Jean Loubier.



Girl Aides, pictured 
here in 1949, were 
responsible for the 
safety of students 
within the school 
building. 

Their male coun-
terparts in the Boy 
Patrol, pictured in 
1946, were stationed 
at intersections 
around the school to 
assure traffic safety. 



not directed against comic books alone. improvement 
in the type of radio programs and movies available 
to children also will be sought.”20 The PTA’s fight 
was backed by the Association of Comic Magazines 
Publishers, which had a code for its members. That 
Code, relied upon by the PTAs, banned “sexy, wan-
ton” comics; forbade “details and methods of crime;” 
mandated that “crime not be presented in a way to 
throw sympathy against the law and justice;” 
banned torture and vulgar and obscene language; 
limited the use of slang; and, discouraged the glam-
orization of divorce and ridicule and attack on any 
religious and racial groups.”21 Neighborhood news-
stands voluntarily withdrew some comic books after 
visits by parents’ groups. 

The Community Film Council too took on 
increased importance during this period. Each 
month, the Council produced a “Community Film 
Council Family Movie Guide.” The Guide rated 
films: “A” – Adult; “Y”– Young people ages 12 - 16;  
“C” – Children ages 8 - 12; “F”– Family ages 8 and 
up; and, “M” – Mature family ages 14 and up. Each 
month the Council sent 350 Guides to Janney 
School. The Guides were stamped with the Janney 
PTA seal and sent home with each child in grades 
three through six. 

it is no surprise in this atmosphere that sex edu-
cation had its start in District schools in the 1940s. 
Ray H. Everett, then Director of the District Social 
Hygiene Society, told a conference of the District 
Congress of Parents and Teachers that “children 
should be taught a vocabulary of 15 or more words 
on sex as soon as they begin asking questions about 
the facts of life.”22 in Mr. Everett’s view, “if parents 
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During World War II, Janney students corresponded with many 
enlisted men, including school custodian P.F.C. - C.E. Magruder, 
who was drafted into the Army in July 1942. In the letter pictured in 
part above, Mr. Magruder told the students that he had been assigned to a 
new 14 horsepower plane carrying four machine guns (two 50 calibers and 
two 30 calibers). Apparently written in November or December 1942, the 
undated letter also states: “You little boys and girls are lucky to live in 
Washington where you can go to town and see Santa Claus for the stores 
here are so small that I have not seen him here yet.”



taught their youngsters the proper scientific terms 
of the body, you wouldn’t see so many nasty words 
written on walls.”23 Three PTA groups, from Stanton, 
Thomson, and Kenilworth reviewed a film on sex 
education.24 Janney School waited until the 1950s to 
begin sex education. in the 1951-1952 school year, 
the film “Human Growth” was shown to Janney 
parents. it was so popular that a number of parents 
asked that it be shown at a nearby church so that 
parents could watch with their children. The film 
was shown at St. Columba’s. 

Mental health services for school children were 
also first proposed in the 1940s. According to a 1949 

article in The Evening Star, “A psychiatric service 
in the Washington school system to help children 
who can’t get along with their teachers or other stu-
dents may be established if the House follows the 
Senate in providing federal funds for school health 
programs.…School and health officials agreed that 
years may pass before a teacher finally realizes that 
a ‘difficult’ child may also be a sick one. And then it 
takes months to get the child into a clinic where he 
may get help.”25 

One school principal believed, however, that “there 
would be less need for psychiatric care for youngsters 
if parents let the child develop at his own pace.”26 
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Janney’s Outdoor Play School 
for 3-and 4-year-olds was a coop-
erative enterprise between the Board 
of Education and the Recreation 
Department with parents participat-
ing as helpers to the teachers. 
According to Miss Hiscox’s handwrit-
ten notes, this photograph includes, 
from left to right, Zizzie Blanc, David 
Spalding (on slide), Stephen Smith 
(on slide), Michael Locker, Barbara 
Burns, Ronnie Frank, Susan Hartman, 
Diane Zaines, Peter Marashek, Billy 
Clark, Larry Modisett, Sharon Bohrer, 
Petra Dub, Mary Littell, Joan Stutz, 
Wendy Zuck, Robert Flynn, and Ralph 
Wilson. Names of the parents and 
the little girl who appears under the 
arm of the mother on the far left 
apparently were not listed by Miss 
Hiscox. 
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Mrs. E. M. Truesheim, principal of the Congress 
Heights School, told a group of parents that those 
“who insist that the child learn to read before he is 
ready set up bad behavior patterns that must be 
dealt with all through the school life of the child.”27 

Education issues such as teacher compensation 
and class size also came to the fore in the late 1940s. 
Under a $100,000 grant from Congress, Dr. George 
D. Strayer, with the assistance of 22 nationally 
known educators, prepared a comprehensive survey 
of District schools and issued his findings in a 2,000 
page report.28 Dr. Strayer listed “overburdened 
classes as the major deficiency in the local education 
program.”29 The average class size for 1500 cities, 
including 94 major cities, was found to be 32 pupils 
per teacher. in the District, however, the average 
was 36, with up to 45 or 50 in some classes.30 Janney 

had 675 students and 19 teachers in the 1949-1950 
school year, for an average of 36 students per 
teacher.

Dr. Strayer recommended a $38 million building 
program to be financed by a federal loan and 
increased annual appropriations of more than $3 
million.31 He predicted that such a building pro-
gram, although it would provide additional class-
rooms and replace the worst of the city’s schools, 
would meet only minimum needs.32 As a Washington 
Post article noted on October 19, 1949, children 
were attending school in basements and closets and 
on part-time schedules while the bumper crop of the 
post-war baby boomers was yet to come.33 

May Day stunts, Grades 4 and 5, 1947.
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February 1942, 6th Grade 
Graduation. Top row (from left to 
right): Oscar Mollari, Pauline 
Weinstein, John Dale, Barbara 
Baldwin, Louis Battistone, Thorla 
Hall, Wesley Wilken. Middle row: 
Doris Hammond, Bob Mitchel, 
Babs Thomas, Burke Sullivan, 
Helen Skiados, Bill Perna, Casper 
Heindl, Rosemary Wagner. Front 
row: Willie Pryor, Helen DuBois, 
Dick King, Tom Dempster, Dolly 
White, Keith Martin, Betty Baxter, 
Eddie Upperman.

June 1942, 6th Grade 
Graduation. Top row (from left to 
right): Bob Adams, Susan 
Simpson, William Gourley, Nancy 
Darcey, James Brister, Peg Harris. 

Middle row: Josef Vanier, Charles Beaumont, 
Bob Butler, Barbara Dairs, Unknown, Billy 
Greiner, Jud Haykin. Front row: Richard Janigian, 
Nancy Alexander, Joel Breslau, Jane Godwin, 
Chris Harris, Betty Rich, John Gato. 

Richard Janigian is sitting on the far left, front 
row. Mr. Janigian’s family moved to their brand 
new home on Alton Place when he was in 3rd 
grade. Prior to moving to Janney’s neighbor-
hood, the Janigians lived across the street from 
the future National Art Gallery. Richard remem-
bers sledding down the marble steps of the 
U.S. Capitol Building and playing cowboys and 
Indians on the U.S. Capitol grounds. A graduate 
of Janney, Deal and Wilson, Mr. Janigian taught 
for 30 years in the DC Public Schools. He still 
resides in his family home on Alton Place.



Dr. Strayer also cited a need for additional pay 
for teachers, paid sick leave, and increased funds for 
supplies. His survey showed that teachers spent as 
much as $30 to $50 annually to purchase classroom 
materials. “Something is wrong,’ he said, ‘when a 
teacher must go into her own pocket.”34 The District 
PTA urged teachers’ salaries “as high as those in 
the highest bracket in the country.”35 in the view of 
the District PTA, teachers’ salaries “should be ‘on a 
level with those of other professional workers’ and…
‘conditions of teaching’ should be made ‘so attractive 
that competent men and women will seek this pro-
fession.”36 

in the District at the time there was no sick leave 
for teachers: teachers were required to hire substi-
tutes at $10 per day.37 To remedy this problem the 
board of Education proposed to the District 
Commissioners that “teachers be granted 10 days of 
leave a year cumulative to 60 days and that teach-
ers now in the system be credited with one day of 
leave for each year of service in the local school sys-
tem up to 20.”38 

New fire regulations also put a burden on school 
facilities in the late 1940s. it was expected to cost 
$500,000 to bring schools into compliance with regu-
lations governing, among other things, seating capac-
ities in auditoriums and gymnasiums. Auditoriums 
with insufficient fireproof exits were closed, and the 
capacities were reduced in other auditoriums. Janney 
was slated to get “[f]ire resistive doors for classrooms 
opening into [the] stairwell.”39 

On a happier note, the Janney PTA staged two 
new fund-raising events in the late 1940s. The first 
Janney Jamboree was held on Friday, October 22, 

1948, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Supper was served 
inside from 5:00 to 6:30. Outside on the playground, 
participants enjoyed pony rides, fortune tellers, 
games, puppet shows, movies, balloons, a book sale, 
and a white elephant sale. The Jamboree was a big 
success, netting $693.21. The Second Annual 
Janney Jamboree was held May 5, 1950. 

The first book fair was held on a much smaller 
scale than we now know it. Parents attending the 
November 1, 1949 PTA meeting selected and 
ordered books from a display set up by the Ways 
and Means Committee. The display was also open 
2:30 to 3:30 Monday and Friday afternoons.

in the 1948-1949 school year, Library Committee 
members classified books in Janney’s library under 
the Dewey-Decimal System, typing 5,000 new cards 
and cataloguing 1135 books. by the 1949-1950 
school year, the library was open every afternoon 
and some mornings, staffed only by volunteering 
mothers. Teachers brought their classes, and 
“Library mothers” helped children locate books and 
reference materials. When the lower grades visited 
the library, the library mothers read stories to part 
of the class while the teacher and other students 
looked over books. 

in the 1940s, as today, there was “a perilous traf-
fic congestion problem around the school [caused] 
by cars parking in ‘No Parking’ areas, particularly 
on bad days.”40 Parents were “URGENTLY 
REQUESTED to forbid their children from crossing 
the street in the middle of the block on Albemarle 
between Wisconsin Ave. and 42nd St., in order to 
get in parked cars or for any other reason.”41 ■
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Casper and I have known 
each other ever since our 

Janney days, and we started 
attending Janney in 1935. in 
our time, boys went into the boys 
entrance and the girls went into 
the Girls entrance. We would 
never want to be caught going in 
the wrong doorway! boys and 
girls had classes together, howev-
er. On the playground, boys and 
girls played separately except for 
a few common areas like the 
monkey bars. in those days, the 
east end of the playground (the 
current soccer field) was covered 
with coal cinders. if you fell on 
the cinders, you would get a 
nasty knee scrape. it was com-
mon to have to pick bits of cin-
ders out of one’s knee. Since 
Janney was heated by coal, a big 
truck would make coal deliveries 
through the coal chute into 
Janney’s basement. Then the 

workers would scoop up old coal 
cinders and dump them into their 
truck.  
Plus, there was always a fine coal 
dust floating from the school’s 
chimney.

The Janney boys enjoyed 
watching trucks and there were 
lots of trucks to watch during the 
construction of Sears. When we 
first started at Janney, there was 
a big empty lot across the street. 
The teachers parked there. Then 
there was a big discussion in 
Tenleytown about whether Sears 
should be built. When the “big 
dig” was finally started in 1940, 
an 8’ plywood fence was con-
structed all around the lot.  
That year the bears beat the 
Redskins 73 to 0 in the World 
Championship game at Griffith 
Stadium and the score was paint-
ed all over the fence, along with 
Walt Disney characters. The con-

struction workers dug and dug, 
and then they loaded much of the 
dirt into trucks and drove it down 
Albemarle where it was dumped 
around Alton Place (of course 
there were few houses then). A 
deep well was also dug and the 
water from the well was used for 
Sears’ air-conditioning system. 
Sears opened with air-condition-
ing and rooftop parking. On the 
rooftop, just inside the doorway, 
there was a donut machine. it 
made donuts right before our 
eyes. White dough would drop 
into the bubbling oil. it would  
fry and then drop onto this little 
path and then get flipped over. 
Cinnamon donuts were our favor-
ites. Sears became a big part of 
the Janney community.

Casper Heindl and Bill Perna 
Class of 1942

R E F L E C T I O N S

Best Friends (left, both photos) 
Bill Perna and (right) Casper 
Heindl standing side by side, in 
1942 and today.
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Fifth grade classes gather in the Library for a “TV Time” French lesson, 1952.

c h a p t e r  F I v e

The Busy Years
1950-1960
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This is perhaps the busiest and best-recorded 
decade in Janney’s history. The smaller facts 
and events of interest are set forth first to set 

stage for the decade’s three big issues: desegregation; 
the Cold War; and, the Tenley-Friendship Library 
controversy. 

in April 1951, The District Congress of Parents 
and Teachers endorsed the fluoridation of water, 
even though the District Commissioners had rejected 
the plan as too expensive and still in the experimen-
tal stages.1 At Halloween in 1951, Janney students 
solicited clothing for Korean relief instead of candy 
and treats.2 The Salk vaccine was administered at 
Janney School in spring and September of 1955, and 
again in the 1956-1957 school year. 

in 1953, 200 people attended the Janney play-

ground debut of The Evening Star’s “Starlight Movie” 
series.3 They watched “Willie Mouse,” “Our Gang,” 
and the “Three Stooges.” in the same year, the PTA 
sponsored a showing at the MacArthur Theatre of 
“National Velvet.” The PTA flyer described the movie 
as “Elizabeth Taylor’s first starring picture,” and “an 
exciting horse picture—packed with thrills—in beau-
tiful technicolor.” 

The year 1953 also saw the largest city-wide Safety 
Patrol Parade in the history of the event. Joe DiMaggio 
presided as the Grand Marshal. There were 31,548 
marchers and 50,000 onlookers.4 Janney’s Safety Patrol 
participated, as they did almost each year, often taking 
home prizes. in the 1952-1953 school year, the PTA 
began including money in its annual budget for cocoa 
and five or six raincoats for the Janney Safety Patrol. 

1950-1960

Lassie and his 
human co-stars vis-
ited Janney in 1955 
in connection with the 
Savings Stamp and 
Bond Campaign.  
(Left to right) George 
Cleveland (“Gramps”), 
Jan Clayton (“Mom”), 
Nell F. Hiscox, Tommy 
Rettig (“Jeff”), and 
Sylvia Samenow, sixth 
grade teacher and 
Campaign Chairman. 
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in November 1955, Lassie and his television fam-
ily joined Mrs. Savings bonds in a visit to Janney's 
auditorium to thank the students for their contin-
ued sale of United States Savings bonds and 
Stamps during and after the Korean War. in May 
1956, Janney students visited with First Lady 
Mamie Eisenhower at the White House and received 
a certificate commending the school for the success 
of its bond and stamp program.

Friendship Park was dedicated on October 26, 
1958. it succeeded Janney Playground as the neigh-
borhood recreation center and play park. Miss Hiscox 
found it necessary to notify parents more than once 
that “there is no Janney playground supervision 
after school hours, and children should not use the 
area after 3 o’clock.”5 

beginning on October 18, 1959, Janney was fea-
tured in a seven-article series in The Sunday Star. 
The series, titled “Reporter in the Classroom,” was 
written by Star staff reporter Andrew W. bingham, 
who had attended Janney as a child and gone on to 
graduate from Harvard University. Mr. bingham 
spent a day in each of the grades “to find out what 
kind of education the younger generation of today is 
getting.”6 His articles were reported in the paper’s 
Sunday editions.

in the 1956-1957 school year, the D.C. Congress of 
PTAs approved school officials’ efforts to legalize “the 
expulsion of incorrigible children.”7 but the PTA 
demanded increased psychiatric and psychological 
services, as well as a transitional school for unman-
ageable children and a 24-hour treatment center for 

1950-1960

Mrs. Savings Bonds visits Janney in November 1955. (Left) 
(Above) In May 1956, Marilyn Miller, grade 4, and Theodore Reumel, 
grade 6, met First Lady Mamie Eisenhower at a White House ceremo-
ny celebrating the 15th anniversary of the E Bond series.



emotionally disturbed chil-
dren.8 in February 1960, the 
School board voted to con-
tinue its opposition to corpo-
ral punishment.9 

in the 1950s, educators 
revived the periodic debates 
about the best methods for 
teaching reading and writ-
ing. According to a March 6, 
1959 newspaper article: 
“[Phonics] was the dominant 
system in American schools 
until about a generation ago, 
when it was replaced in 
many school systems by the 
‘sight’ method which encour-
ages children to recognize 
entire words.”10 Phonics 
made a comeback in many 
schools as critics of “sight” 
reading pointed out the fail-
ure of that method. it was 
noted, however, that most 

educators advocated multiple teaching methods 
because of different learning styles.11 in the face of 
college and business complaints about the poor writ-
ing skills of graduating students, the consensus 
seemed to favor requiring students to write more and 
to start earlier.12 

Television became an important influence in the 
1950s both in the home and in school. Parents and 
educators debated the long and short-term behav-
ioral and educational consequences of television 

watching. There were nevertheless early experi-
ments in educational TV, and District schools were 
among the first to participate. 

beginning in 1952, 28 District schools, including 
Janney, tried TV teaching. Once a week, for three 
months, students watched one-half hour lessons in 
science and music broadcast by WNbW. WNbW 
donated TVs to Janney and 24 other schools without 
TVs of their own.13 The Janney PTA later provided a 
TV set, and two were donated by Sears in 1953.

in October 1952, Janney became one of four 
schools participating in televised French lessons, and 
one hundred fifth and sixth graders crowded into the 
library once a week to learn that language. As a 
newspaper reporter at the time put it: “From the 
moment the set was snapped on to the second the 
screen was darkened 30 minutes later, the boys and 
girls concentrated on their television teacher as if she 
was Captain Video and Howdy Doody combined.”14 in 
1959, Janney’s fifth and sixth graders were enjoying 
“Time For Science” at 11:30 a.m. three times a week. 

by 1960, Dr. Carl F. Hansen, then the Super-
intendent of Schools, decided to discontinue Time For 
Science and to withdraw support from a projected 
foreign language course. T. Darrell Drummond, the 
science instructor, was doing an “outstanding job,” 
according to the supervising director of the District’s 
Science Department, but neither Mr. Drummond nor 
anyone else could “provide over TV the give-and-
take, the inter-communication, between student and 
teacher which is ‘vital to the educational process.’ ”15 
District schools thus became “Probably the first in 
the country to conclude after first-hand experience 
that youngsters cannot learn effectively by watching 
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Nell Hiscox was an amazing 
principal. She must have been 
100 years old in my mind. I’m 
sure she was about 60 or so, 
but she seemed to be the  
oldest person I ever met.  
She was very smart, very kind, 
very patient with the students. 
A perfect principal, at least 
from my standpoint.

Reflections of  
Will (Billy) Blacklow 

Class of 1953

1950-1960
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Third-grade student Nadia Carrell conducts a spelling lesson in 
October 1959. Nadia put each word on the board for the others to copy 
down twice. She got the job partly because of her large and clear writing. 

1950-1960

Carolyn Hall (on left) and Louise Penfold (on right) study bees in 
their classroom, 1951-52.

19
59



television in the classroom.”16 
Questions about the effect of violence on TV were 

raised early on. Professor Kimball Wiles of the 
University of Florida stated:

We can’t know how much of the rise in violent 
crimes is due to the steady diet of murder and 
mayhem fed our children and youth on televi-
sion, but we have seen with our own eyes that 
youth are not horrified by it, that they consider 
such behavior normal and commonplace.17 

This had also been a concern of Eva H. Grant, the 
editor of National Parent Teacher Magazine. As she 
stated: “As long as children are considered a market, 
the air will permit the free exploitation—and not 
freedom and dignity—of the young.” 18

Dr. Carl Hansen decried a “growing trend to del-
egate parental responsibilities to the schools.”19 He 
complained of being asked to instruct students about 

things like not watching too much TV. “The question 
he asks is ‘Why can’t the parents do this themselves? 
What has happened to parental control that it can’t 
be handled in the home?’ ”20 in Dr. Hansen’s view, 
“Unless there is an economic necessity, the mother 
should stay home.”21 

At Janney too the focus was on parental responsi-
bility. The PTA’s Character and Spiritual Education 
Committee again became active, searching for ways 
to stem the increasing tide of vandalism and juvenile 
delinquency in the area. At Miss Hiscox’s request, 
the Committee prepared a “bill of Responsibilities” 
for parents. Six TV and six radio announcements 
based on the bill were also prepared. The bill of 
Responsibilities was approved by the PTA Executive 
board on April 27, 1961.

Many of these problems were attributed at least in 
part to ever-increasing enrollments as the baby-
boomers first began to make a larger impact in the 
schools in the 1950s. Nationally and locally, teacher 
shortages were a major concern. Janney’s enrollment in 
the 1951-1952 school year was 708. The following year 
it was 686. Consequently, throughout the 1950s the 
Janney PTA was a particularly vocal advocate of 
increased school funding to support smaller class sizes.

While Janney participated wholeheartedly in the 
demand for more teachers and smaller classes, its other 
demands during this period were modest. At a board of 
Education budget hearing, the Janney PTA, through 
Mrs. Lloyd buchanan, thanked the board for a new 
indoor drinking fountain.22 Mrs. buchanan also testi-
fied that Janney needed “drinking fountains, plumbing, 
playground resurfacing and fencing, and a new electric 
bell and clock system.”23 Again, in 1956, the Janney 
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The new bicycle rack installed at Janney during the 1951-52 school year. 
The Sears-Roebuck building is in the background.



PTA asked the board of Education for: (1) funds for 
resurfacing the east playground, then cinder covered; 
(2) fencing on the Albemarle Street side of the east 
playground and southwest side adjoining private prop-
erty; (3) a lavatory on the third floor; (4) an electric bell 
and clock system to replace the school’s weight-and-
spring clocks; (5) a full-time clerk; and, (6) a stores clerk 
for supplies.24

it was with this background, and in this context, 
that Janney faced its biggest trials of the decade: 
desegregation; post-war defense readiness; and, the 
Tenley-Friendship Library dispute.

Desegregation 

The problems of teacher shortages and overcrowd-
ed classrooms resulted not only from the post-war 
baby boom, but also from segregation and demo-
graphic changes. As The Sunday Star reported at the 
time: 

White families are moving to new areas, espe-
cially outside the District. Colored are taking 
their places. Many white schools have empty 
classrooms. Many colored schools are jammed.25

1950-1960
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I remember in third 
grade getting all dressed 
up in colonial costumes, 
complete with white wigs 
(at least the girls did) and 
we danced the minuet. 

Lona Shepley 
Piatigorsky 

1953 Janney Graduate

19
55



This is why, long before the Supreme Court issued 
an order requiring desegregation in the District’s 
schools, Dr. Hobart Corning, who was then 
Superintendent of Schools, called segregation “one of 
the most pressing” problems.26

To deal with both overcrowding and the demo-
graphic changes, Dr. Corning changed some white 
schools to colored schools. For example, Central High 
School became Cardozo in 1951.27 in 1952, Dr. 
Corning recommended closing eight elementary 
school classrooms, including one at Janney, to make 

funds available for hiring additional teachers for the 
overcrowded colored schools. The board of Education 
adopted this recommendation on November 11, 1952. 
The Janney PTA opposed the classroom closings, 
which would have meant even more crowded classes 
at Janney. instead, the PTA recommended better 
planning and a reduction in class size at all elemen-
tary schools.28 On December 3, 1952, the PTA pro-
posed a five-year plan for the ultimate reduction of 
the pupil-teacher ratio in District Schools from the 
long-standing 36-1 to 30-1.29

The District was involved in one of the five school 
segregation cases then before the Supreme Court. As 
early as December 18, 1952, the board of Education 
planned “to seek the views of District civic leaders on 
the mechanics of ending public school segregation in 
case the Supreme Court orders it.”30 At about the 
same time, the District Congress of Parents and 
Teachers voted to seek ways to prepare for possible 
integration.31 The District Congress also established a 
Committee on integration, recommending interracial 
meetings of parents and teacher training programs.32 
The Janney PTA fully supported these efforts. 

integration in the District’s Schools began September 
5, 1954. School boundaries had been redrawn. Under 
the District’s one-year program of integration, new 
students registered under the new boundaries, but the 
old boundaries continued to apply to previously regis-
tered students.33 in addition, about 3,000 black stu-
dents were transferred out of overcrowded schools to 
schools that were formerly all white.34 Moreover, about 
100 black students who formerly had to travel an 
“excessive distance” to school entered 18 schools which 
formerly had all white students.35
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Junior Red Cross Knitting Club, 1952-53. Children knitted afghan 
squares. The squares were made into blankets and donated to the American 
Red Cross.
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Safety Patrol Parade, 1950s. 



in order to inform the public of the effects of inte-
gration, the board of Education decided to keep rolls 
by race. “The second-day enrollment showed a grand 
total of 99,946 students. Of these, 59,364 were Negro 
and 40,582 white. Total faculty was 3,620. Of these, 
1,943 are Negro teachers and 1,677 white.”36

The separate white and Negro District Congresses 
of Parents and Teachers also planned to integrate. 
They appointed an intergroup committee to study 
the issues and submit an integration plan.37 Parents 
in both PTAs reportedly worried about the question 
of standards. As The Washington Post stated at the 
time, “Colored parents fear their newly integrated 
children will not be able to keep up.…White parents, 
on the other hand, fear standards may have to be 
lowered.…The standards question was a chief topic 
at the last of three integration workshops at Wilson 
Teachers College sponsored by the District Congress 
of Parents and Teachers.”38 

Safety Activities at Janney, as published in the October 1950 Junior Red 
Cross Magazine. These three of the many photographs published show a 
Boy Patrol on duty at the busy intersection of Albemarle Street and 
Wisconsin Avenue, in front of the Sears building; children watching traffic 
before crossing Albemarle at 42nd Street; and, a Boy Patrol on duty at the 
corner of Yuma and 42nd Streets.
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Safe Crossing. (Above left) 
A police officer assures safe 
crossing of Wisconsin Avenue 
at Albemarle Street. The 
Burrows-Mostow building, by 
then housing a liquor store, 
appears in the background at 
the far left. (Above right) The 
Boy Patrol ready for foul 
weather in new rain gear pro-
vided by the PTA. (Left) Safety 
Patrol Boys, 1954-55. 



Dr. Carl Hansen, at that time the Assistant 
Superintendent for High Schools, answered fears 
that integration would lower standards by referring 
to the District’s six-point program. The 6 points were: 
(1) a 4-track program for high schools; (2) a reempha-
sis on skills and a re-examination of promotional 
practices; (3) an increase in emphasis in certain sub-
jects where pupils could be expected to meet mini-
mum requirements; (4) an increase in special educa-
tion; (5) a drive to reduce class size to 32 in school 
year 1957-1958; and, (6) an extensive building pro-
gram.39 The objective of the 6-point program was 
“maximum development of every pupil regardless of 

race, creed, cultural and economic status, and sup-
posed capacity for learning.”40 

Dr. Hansen subsequently prepared a report on 
desegregation, published by the Anti-Defamation 
League of the b’nai b’rith, that he titled A Miracle 
of Social Adjustment. in his report, Dr. Hansen 
emphasized that many children entering integrated 
schools had previously attended overcrowded and 
understaffed schools.41 As Dr. Hansen stated, “in 
Washington, D.C., where equalization was striven 
for earnestly and vigorously, it was never achieved.”42 
He reported, however, that “students and their  
parents, civic and citizens’ organizations, almost  
uniformly supported orderly processes of change, 
sometimes despite their personal opposition to it.”43 
Thus, in Dr. Hansen’s words, his report chronicled 
events that “end on a positive note of affirmation 
because our fellow citizens acted with good will and 
brotherhood. Mankind is so rarely motivated in this 
blessed manner that instances of it must indeed be 
termed a ‘miracle.’ ” 44

When School Superintendent Hobart M. Corning 
retired in February 1958, he called integration “the 
most significant, far-reaching, and difficult problem” 
that he had confronted in his 12-year tenure.45 He 
nevertheless reported that, after four years:

Relationships among all the people of all races 
and varying economic and cultural backgrounds 
in the public schools are developing with  
remarkably good results because of the splendid 
cooperation and effective work of teachers and 
officers aided by the constructive efforts of the 
community.46
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Janney exhibits appeared in the windows of many neighborhood 
businesses during American Education Week in the 1951-52 school year.



Janney 1925-2000 55

The Cold War 

Along with the stresses of desegregation, District 
schools also coped in the 1950s with the realities of 
the Cold War. 

in 1951, School Superintendent Dr. Corning faced 
harsh questioning by the board of Education and the 
House Sub-Committee for the District about alleg-
edly subversive textbooks.47 Representative A.C. 
Miller (R. Neb.) said that the board of Education and 
Dr. Corning “should allow no subversive ideologies in 
the schools. . . .”48

The first air raid drill occurred in 1951, as stu-
dents in all grades were learning “basic facts of sur-
vival in an atomic war as an important factor in the 
District’s civil defense program.”49 The board of 
Education wanted all children to learn to act auto-
matically in a disaster, and older students to learn to 
take and give commands. The board, however, 
wanted “to avoid communicating in an atmosphere of 
panic.”50 Thus, teachers were told to refer to air raid 
drills as “safety programs” or “shelter programs” 
rather than “atomic bomb air-raid drills.”51

in February 1955, a District shelter engineer 
informed Janney PTA members who were taking a 
course in “Civil Defense Home Protection Methods” 
that Janney’s shelter provisions were altogether 
inadequate.52 The PTA appointed a Civil Defense 
Committee. The basement in the Sears building was 
thought to be the best shelter facility in the immedi-
ate neighborhood. The Committee consequently 
asked Sears to allow Janney children to shelter there 
“if an emergency atomic attack should occur during 
school hours.”53 Arrangements were made to take the 

On International Day, Janney parents and students exhibited their heirloom trea-
sures from many lands, 1951-52.

Science exhibit, May 1950, grades 4 and 5.



children to Sears during the next city-wide air raid 
drill. The Civil Defense Committee wrote to the 
board of Education for approval. in the 1956-1957 
school year the Committee completed its agreement 
with Sears to shelter Janney’s children in the store’s 
basement during city-wide drills and extreme emer-
gencies.54

The 1958-1959 scrapbook includes a copy of Mr. 
Civil Defense Tells About Natural Disasters, a comic 
book by Al Kapp, that presumably was used as a civil 
defense teaching tool at the Janney School.

The Tenley-Friendship Library Controversy 

Nothing in Janney’s 75-year history generated as 
much controversy and publicity as the PTA’s battle 
to prevent construction of the Tenley-Friendship 
branch of the D.C. Public Library on the northeast 

corner of the Janney playground. At least 15 major 
news articles and three editorials in major papers 
discussed this controversy. it had a long and tortured 
history. 

in 1927, the police moved from their building at 
4539 Wisconsin Avenue to their new headquarters at 
4125 Albemarle Street, across from Janney School. 
The library, which had been housed in Janney since 
September 1926, moved into the old police station. 
The library quickly outgrew those quarters. 

When the Tenley School was closed in 1932, St. 
Ann’s began a campaign to buy the building and 
grounds to house its own school. A bill authorizing 
such a sale was introduced into Congress in 1934. 
The bill was opposed by the D.C. Library board of 
Trustees, which wanted to move the library into the 
Tenley School building. The bill was also opposed by 
the District Commissioners, the board of Education, 
the Friendship Citizens’ Association, the American 
University Park Citizens’ Association, and the 
Janney PTA.55 The PTA and all but one of the 
Citizens’ Associations wanted the Tenley School site 
available for expansion of the Janney playground. 
The Friendship Citizens’ Association supported the 
Library Trustees in their bid for the Tenley School 
building, reasoning that “should the library occupy 
the building most of [the Tenley School’s] grounds 
could be made available as an addition to Janney 
School playground.”56

Despite the opposition of the various interest 
groups, the bill was reported favorably and the 
Tenley School and grounds became the property of 
St. Ann’s. St. Ann’s painted the Tenley School white 
and used it until 1970, when the present St. Ann’s 

56 Janney 1925-2000

Reading in the Janney Library, 1952. The TV was given by station WNBW.
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Academy was built on the site.
After St. Ann’s success, the Library Trustees 

approached the board of Education for a new site. in 
particular, the Trustees wanted one-third of an acre 
of the Janney playground, the sloping northeast cor-
ner. 

Minutes from its February 6, 1935 meeting show 
that the board of Education passed a motion for “the 
possible transfer of this piece of Janney School ground 
to the Public Library for branch library purposes.”57 
The Library Trustees then asked the District 
Commissioners to approve the transfer. The Engineer 
Commissioner responded in a statement dated 
February 31, 1935 that, although library construction 
on the Janney site was a good idea, title transfer 
should not occur until construction funds were avail-
able.58 The Engineer Commissioner also stated that 
“The Commissioners reserve the right to reconsider 
the whole matter should conditions change in the 
meantime.”59 On February 26, 1935, the Secretary of 
the Commissioners notified the Librarian of the “gen-
eral approval” of the transfer, stating that the land 

The Tenley-Friendship Library under construction in 1959. (Below) 
St. Ann’s Academy, then housed in the old Tenley School, appears at the far 
left. (Below left) The Tenley-Friendship Library at 4539 Wisconsin Avenue just 
before the move to the new library building in October 1960. Domino’s 
Pizza now stands on this site.

This map appeared in The Washington Post and Times-Herald, Sunday, 
October 16, 1955 with the following caption: “Map shows 3.6-acre tract 
now used by Janney School at Wisconsin Ave. and Albemarle St. NW, which 
has become the center of an intense neighborhood controversy. At right is 
the part of the tract (1/3 acre) which is in the center of the storm.” 

19
55



“will still remain available for your branch library 
when construction funds are in hand.”60

During the same period of time, the Janney PTA 
and local citizens’ associations concentrated on mak-
ing the land in question “usable and safe for a school 
playground.”61 in 1935, the Superintendent of Schools 
had advised the board of Education that the “grounds 
at the Janney School will receive attention under the 
program for improvement to grounds,” including the 

“erection of a fence and additional grading.”62 Later, 
on March 12, 1936, the District Commissioners 
advised the Friendship Citizens Association that the 
land “still remains the property of the board of 
Education and is available for playground purposes 
until such time as funds for building a library…in 
that area are authorized.”63

by 1938, plans called for the Public Works 
Administration to construct a library on the Janney 
site. The PWA, however, was discontinued before 
construction was begun.64 The dispute then appar-
ently remained dormant until 1955. 

by 1955, the Tenley-Friendship area had 21,000 
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Graduating class of 1953. Students, Billy Blacklow (front row, far right) 
and Lona Shepley Piatigorsky (2nd row, 6th from the right) give their reflec-
tions at the end of this chapter. 
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people, but the branch library had only 15,700 vol-
umes in 2700 square feet of space.65 Cleveland Park, 
in contrast, had 18,000 people and a new library with 
18,000 square feet and 50,000 volumes.66 Mr. Harry 
Peterson, the District Librarian, wanted the same for 
Tenley-Friendship.67 in particular, he renewed the 
Library Trustees’ long-outstanding request for the 
northeast corner of the Janney playground. 

The District’s 1956 budget appropriated $50,000 
for a new library site, plus $20,000 for specifications 
for building a $300,000 library.68 Mr. Peterson 
thought the $50,000 insufficient for a site compara-
ble to the Janney property. Moreover, if the Janney 
land were used, the $50,000 appropriation, as well as 
the $40,000 expected to be realized from the sale of 
the 4539 Wisconsin Avenue site, would be returned 
to the District’s coffers.69

The PTA insisted that the land remain available 
for playground use. At the October 4, 1955 PTA 
meeting Janney Principal Nell Hiscox “told of the 
many years that the school ha[d] tried to get the 
grounds fenced in for needed physical education 
activities.”70 The PTA passed a resolution 234-60 dis-
approving the land transfer.71

Mr. Peterson, however, was now supported by the 
Friendship Citizens’ Association, the St. Ann’s 
Parents’ Club, the Murch School PTA, and the 
Recreation Department. He also had the support of 
The Washington Post. in an editorial dated October 
11, 1955, the Post stated that “the District faces such 
a serious financial crisis that savings are essential, 
not only to the library and taxpayer but to the school 
system itself.”72 

The board of Education took the matter under 

review, asking the opinion of Dr. Corning, who in turn 
asked the Corporation Counsel whether the board’s 
1935 transfer of the playground property to the library 
was binding.73 Ultimately, the Corporation Counsel 
ruled that the board “may reaffirm, modify, or reverse 
its 1935 action” approving the transfer, but “[i]f it 
wishes to modify or reverse its earlier decision, it should 
do so specifically.”74 Meanwhile, the dispute had grown 
so heated and widespread that The Washington Post 
was prompted to comment in an editorial:

Whatever the outcome, this prosperous resi-
dential section will not have to be abandoned; or, 
to put it differently, in either case, we feel sure 
school will keep. The controversy over the loca-

Pets visit the classroom. Someone’s little brother looks on curiously as 
a student shows and tells about his pet.



tion of the library has been debated—and not 
altogether softly and amicably—at Parent-
Teacher Associations, Citizens Associations and 
other community forums until the head of steam 
built up by it seems in danger of blowing the  
gasket off the entire northwest section of 
Washington. in point of fact, it would hardly 
have been possible to develop more acrimony and 
ill will if the issue had been whether to abandon 
Republican institutions in favor of a Soviet sys-
tem or whether to offer all the adolescents of 
Cleveland Park and Friendship Heights as 
human sacrifices to Moloch.75

in an effort finally to resolve the matter, three 
members of the board of Education and Superintendent 

Corning visited Janney to see whether children actu-
ally used the disputed corner of the playground. it was 
noted that, although two morning recess periods were 
overlapped for the Committee’s convenience, “only a 
half dozen youngsters crossed from the cinder part of 
the play area on to the grass. Four of these were 
drawn by curiosity to a newspaper photographer’s 
camera that had been left on the sod.” 76 Moreover, one 
child volunteered that “we are told not to get on the 
grass…and we don’t usually.”77

On December 22, 1955, the board of Education 
officially approved the land transfer by a 5 - 4 vote.78 
The District Commissioners affirmed the transfer on 
January 31, 1956. The Janney PTA vowed to take 
the fight to Congress.79 Whether or not the PTA did 
so is unclear, but the Library was opened and dedi-
cated in October 1960. ■
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R E F L E C T I O N S

I spent most of my childhood 
overseas, as a daughter of a 

Foreign Service officer. One of 
my few U.S. based experiences 
was at Janney, which i attended 
from 1956-1959. Of all the schools 
i attended, including graduate 
school, i have the fondest memo-
ries of Janney. When my hus-
band, our two daughters, and i 
came back from Latin America in 
the 80s—where my daughters, as 
i, had experienced most of their 
schooling—i wanted them to also 

attend a neighborhood public 
school. We ended up moving back 
to the same neighborhood and 
they attended Janney for several 
years. Now my older daughter 
(Shana Zallman) is a teacher at 
Janney. They received a very good 
education at Janney, and so did i.

in the late winter or early 
spring of 1959 when i was in 5th 
grade, i came out of the school 
one afternoon and turned right on 
the sidewalk to walk over to 
Eldbrooke Church for Girl Scouts. 
i saw 3-4 men in green fatigue 

uniforms and scruffy black beards 
writing autographs and kissing 
little girls on the cheek. i thought 
to myself, “i wouldn’t want to be 
kissed on the cheek by these 
guys.” Later i found out that one 
of these men was Fidel Castro 
and it was his first and only state 
visit. He was newly in power and 
he had asked to visit an average 
public school in the United States. 

Marcia Birnbaum 
Attended Janney 1956-59
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My first memory of going to 
Janney was for my 

kindergarten interview.  
My mother and i walked the three 
blocks together, two of which  
were straight uphill. Mother was 
out of breath and forever after,  
we walked around the Alton Place 
curve, instead of straight up 
Yuma. We went upstairs to Miss 
Hiscox’s office and waited our 
turn. Miss Hiscox greeted Mother 
and i, but then asked my mother 
to wait so that i could speak with 
Miss Hiscox privately. i have one 
distinct memory of the interview. 
Miss Hiscox asked me what i 
wanted to be called in school. 
Until then my family and friends 
had always called me by my 
initials. i have no idea what 
prompted me, but i immediately 
responded that i wished to be 
called Deborah. Miss Hiscox asked 
if it would be all right if Deborah 
was sometimes shortened to 
Debbie or Deb. i told her that 
Debbie was fine, but not Deb. 
When we walked out of her office, 
Miss Hiscox told my mother that 
she had a nice talk with Debbie. 
My mother immediately told her 
that i had always been called Del 
and would not respond to Debbie. 

Miss Hiscox just smiled and 
winked at me, before going on to 
talk with my mother. From that 
point on, we had our own private 
understanding.

When i was in 5th or 6th grade, 
Fidel Castro came to visit Janney 
School. Castro was standing on 
the playground with cinders (cur-
rent soccer field), surrounded by 
his small entourage. He was shak-
ing hands with the Janney chil-
dren, but i don’t remember much 
more than his little speech, about 
how he was going to make Cuba a 
democratic country modeled on 
the United States.

When i was in 6th grade, i 
became a girl aide. in those days, 
we had girl aides and patrol boys, 
a very segregated system. The 
patrol boys were posted at the 
street corners to assist the chil-
dren in crossing the intersections 
close to school; however the girl 
aides were posted inside the build-
ing. Every year the patrol boys 
took part in the National Patrol 
boy Parade down Pennsylvania 
Avenue. As for as i know, the girl 
aides had no national significance 
and marched in no parades. 

The girl aides guarded the 
doors and assisted in forming the 

lines to come into the building. 
but most importantly, each school 
year several girl aides were desig-
nated to ring the school bells! 
Janney School was run by a sys-
tem of bells. The bells would ring 
when it was time for school to 
start, when it was time for recess, 
when it was time to come in from 
recess, when it was time to go to 
lunch and when it was time to 
return from lunch, and when the 
school day was over. Each day, the 
appointed girl aide would “ring the 
bells.” This girl would watch the 
clock in her classroom and at spec-
ified times would go to the princi-
pal’s office to perform her duty. 
The process consisted of watching 
the clock that was mounted on the 
wall above the bell buttons, until 
the second hand of the clock was 
on the twelve, and then pushing 
all of the buttons simultaneously 
thus ringing the bells for one full 
minute, until the second hand was 
again on the twelve. The bell ring-
ing assignment was considered 
prestigious—a plum job! i was 
flattered to be appointed to ring 
the bells in my 6th grade year.

Deborah Jaquiss 
Class of 1959
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The class of 1953 was a 
wonderful group. We were 

all together throughout our  
elementary, junior-high and 
high school years. One of the 
students from the class of 1953, 
Stanton Samenow, is still one of 
my closest friends; other friends 
included billy baker and Richard 
Trask. At a recent Woodrow 
Wilson High School reunion, i 
saw perhaps a fifth of my former 
Janney School classmates. 
They’ve changed, obviously. i’d be 
disappointed if they hadn’t. but 
still there was that Janney tie.

in my day, the students lined 
up and walked in through the 
side entrances. No one entered 
through the front door, except 
the principal, Miss Hiscox. i was 
a boy patrol; there were no girl 
patrols then. The girls were girl 
aides and they all wore orange 
sashes. When you entered the 
side doors there was a girl aide 
standing there, who always 
seemed to be about six feet tall;  
i think that was because i was 
about three feet tall. The girl 
aides were fifth and mostly sixth 
graders. being a boy patrol was a 
major part of my life, and i sus-
pect for most boys at Janney. i 
started as a regular patrol and in 
sixth grade i became second lieu-
tenant, which meant i got the 
prize spot, which was 42nd and 

Albemarle; that was the busy 
corner.

One of my most vivid memories 
was when it rained, there was 
always a traffic jam at 42nd and 
Albemarle Streets. Kids would 
stand there until they were 
soaked to the bone, but not one 
car was going to yield for those 
kids. And i remember my mother 
driving up; i don’t know if she had 
a teacher’s meeting or what, but i 
remember in her fury, she 
stopped the car, got out, and 
walked into the middle of that 
intersection. There were no cops, 
even though precinct 8 was right 
on the corner there. And i remem-
ber her standing in the middle of 
the intersection, putting out both 
hands, stopping the traffic, 
screaming at the cars, “You let 
these kids pass!” i was one of the 
kids, i guess i was the boy patrol 
there at that time. Pouring rain.

And there was Joe’s—Joe’s 
Variety Shop. A lot of time was 
spent at Joe’s, at the corner of 
Wisconsin and Albemarle Streets; 
a lot of good pieces of bubble gum, 
a lot of Tonka trucks, a lot of sav-
ing pennies and nickels to buy a 
toy. i remember one of my dreams 
was to purchase a bright yellow 
cement mixer at Joe’s, and i must 
have saved for...it seems like 
decades, it was probably a year; i 
finally bought it. it actually mixed 

sand and i could put water in it, 
and then make a mess on our 
kitchen floor. And then later in 
life, meaning Wilson High, there 
was People’s Drug Store. That’s 
where we got cherry Cokes, vanil-
la Cokes, and straight cherry and 
soda water. it was great; choco-
late cokes, too. They were my 
favorite! i’ll admit there weren’t 
many who drank chocolate cokes. 
Almost everyone enjoyed vanilla 
cokes and cherry cokes.

Fluoridation was a big issue. 
How i dreaded those sessions!  
The water became fluoridated and 
then they did an experiment with 
students. We’d all go into a second 
floor room, which had chairs that 
were like dentists’ chairs. And 
they’d swab our teeth with fluo-
ride, and then they’d insert some-
thing in your mouth that forced 
your mouth open, and i remember 
that it had a roller on the end of 
it, i guess to hold your tongue 
down. And the roller was con-
stantly slipping with me. So i had 
to taste this junk, and i’d have to 
somehow try to signal to someone, 
because i couldn’t talk. So, i’d be 
going “argggh,” trying to explain 
that the roller had slipped. And  
i remember that they became 
very impatient with me because 
the roller kept slipping. Strange 
memories!

Fluoridation treatment was not 
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one of my more pleasant memo-
ries, along with ‘Tommy the 
Turtle’, in the Duck and Cover 
movie. The lesson was self-protec-
tion, so that when the A-bomb fell 
and it ignited the curtains in our 
classroom, we wouldn’t get badly 
burned. i assumed that the 
A-bomb was aimed directly at the 
Janney School playground. The 
Duck and Cover movie was kind 
of weird, instructing us to dive 
under our desks and covering our 
heads...yeah that’ll protect us 
from the A-bomb. Following these 
duck and cover episodes, Miss 
Rayfield used to play the piano to 
make us all feel better. but i 
think this experience traumatized 
all of us for decades.

i walked home every day for 
lunch. i rarely ate lunch at 
Janney. if i think back on Janney, 
a consistent memory is the walk 
home for lunch, my mother giving 
me the peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, my walking, very 
slowly back to Janney up the hill, 
butterworth to Albemarle, and up 
Albemarle.

Some of my earliest and fondest 
memories are of Sears. i was a 
lackadaisical student and if i 
didn’t come home right away, i 
knew my mother was going to hol-
ler at me. Why face the hollering—
i was late anyway, and so i’d hang 
out at Sears. i would cross the 

street from Janney, and enter the 
wonderful art deco side entrance-
way to Sears. And the light green 
colored stairwell, i remember dis-
tinctly, curved around. it looked 
like something out of an art deco 
hotel in Miami. That’s the only 
other place i’ve seen anything like 
it. i could wander through Sears 
and it was just great. And during 
hurricanes, we’d wait for that all-
glass corner display window to 
shatter.

Another special memory is  
the woods that used to be at 
Albemarle and 45th Streets... 
where the rambler-style houses 
are now located. That was our 
wonderful mystery area. it was 
one square block, but from our 
standpoint it was the entire 
African jungle. There was only 
one house...it was on the corner of 
butterworth and 45th Street. it 
was an old, abandoned wooden 
house that had a huge vat of pick-
les in the basement. The house 
was later knocked down. We loved 
those woods. For us, it was the 
most mysterious place.

When the developers began to 
work on the block, they began 
plowing on the Albemarle Street 
side first. And that was really 
critical because that’s where the 
‘big rock’ was. That’s what we 
called it. And at our age, it was 
absolutely huge. it seemed the 

size of Mt. Everest. We used to 
sled down this rock! i hated the 
fact they were taking our woods 
away. And then they took our big 
rock and dynamited it! 

The rest of the woods were left 
as is, and we could still play 
there. Rich Allen and his buddies, 
who were two years older than 
me, were the wild bunch in our 
neighborhood. They dug a tunnel, 
deep under Albemarle Street. And 
it was a wonderful tunnel. We 
could crawl into the tunnel and it 
even had little mud seats. They 
had built the most fantastic cave. 
Then one day it rained. it rained 
and rained. And Albemarle Street 
collapsed. The cops went wild! 
They wanted to know who dug 
this tunnel, this was a violation of 
law, this was private property, 
yadda, yadda yadda. it was a big 
scandal. Albemarle Street had 
simply collapsed.

Will (Billy) Blacklow 
Class of 1953



64 Janney 1925-2000

I remember in third grade get-
ting all dressed up in colo-

nial costumes, complete with 
white wigs (at least the girls 
did) and we danced the minu-
et. it was very elegant! Oh, we 
also had a study of honeybees in 
Mrs. Slye’s class and a beehive 
that was in our classroom win-
dow. The children had fun observ-
ing the different types of bees and 
their behavior as they came and 

went. We printed very carefully 
the story of the bees on large 
sheets of paper and along with 
other visual materials, we were 
given a window in Peoples drug-
store to have it all displayed. i 
remember that this was the first 
time that i was aware of window 
dressing or the arrangement of 
items in a shop window. instead 
of hanging up the written sheets 
so that they could be easily read, 

the written sheets were used as 
background for the display, at 
angles, with wrinkles, etc. 
Although i knew it looked good, i 
was at the same time annoyed 
because i was one of the principal 
printers and i had spent a lot of 
effort on that job! No one could 
easily read it! 

Lona Shepley Piatigorsky 
1953 Janney Graduate

R E F L E C T I O N S

I grew up on Grant Rd. and 
I still live there. i remember 

when Mrs. Gatley lived nearby. 
Mrs. Gatley had been a maid in a 
very prominent Washington fami-
ly named Gatley. The Gatleys 
were lawyers in the city. One of 
the sons fell in love with her and 
that was just not socially accept-
able. The newly married couple 
went to live in Tenleytown. Mrs. 
Gatley was kind and compassion-
ate, always helping to raise 
money for this thing or that thing. 
And she had a very hard row to 
hoe.

Mrs. Gatley’s son, Ralph, was 
the janitor at Janney School. He 
was a wonderful, kind, helpful 
presence, who took pride in keep-
ing the building clean. And there 
was an African American man 
who assisted him named blane. 
One time the fire alarm went off 
by accident. Two of my friends 
had polio and blane carried them 
out of the building in his arms. 
They were both very caring men. 
Ralph lived with his mother and 
his uncle.

The janitors were almost an 
extension of “home” in the school. 

Usually we went to the janitors 
for band-Aides, since there was 
no nurse in the building. And the 
janitors were the male presence in 
the school; they were very close to 
the children. The janitors had a 
positive attitude. it wasn’t just 
some job they were doing. They 
were in charge of the building. it 
was a big responsibility, and peo-
ple respected the janitor.

The Rev Dr. Ronald Connor 
Class of 1957
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Square Dance, November 30, 1965.



A period of relative peace and inactivity fol-
lowed the turmoil of the 1950s. 

The Cuban Missile Crisis earned only a 
brief note in the Janney Archives, perhaps because 
the crisis was resolved so quickly. As PTA Safety 
Chairman Margaret Fields stated in her 1962-63 
Safety Report: “Hardly had the school season begun 
when the world political situation brought about 
unprecedented concern for the safety of our people.” 
And, “Hardly had the Cuban crisis eased when the 
winter,” presumably presenting its own challenges, 
“was upon us.”

in the aftermath of the missile crisis, the School 
Superintendent sent home to parents a message 
stating: 

Under present circumstances, the public school 

administration wishes to reassure parents on two 
points:

1. That shelter area drills are being conduct-
ed and plans are being made to gather funds for 
emergency food, water, and sanitation and 
health facilities for the schools in case an “alert” 
or “take cover” signal is sounded while children 
are in school. 

2. That, in the main, educational operations 
will continue without interruption….1

The Superintendent urged parents to maintain a 
“spirit of confidence in the home in all matters relat-
ing to the Cold War.”2 Parents were to keep their 
children informed without stressing the dangers of 
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“The needle goes in - - - here” is the caption for this photograph in the 
1961-62 PTA scrapbook. (Above)

Mrs. Hamer’s first grade class gets ready for the production of nurs-
ery rhyme puppet shows, 1961-62. (Left) 
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the situation. if an emergency occurred while the 
children were in school, parents were advised to 
stay home so that the schools’ emergency plans 
could proceed without panic or interruption.3 

The 1960s also saw the first busing order in the 
District of Columbia. United States District Judge 
J. Skelly Wright issued a desegregation order 
requiring the busing of 1,700 “volunteering Negro 
students in overcrowded schools in their neighbor-
hoods into the partly empty white schools west of 
the park.”4 Judge Wright said that his order 
“entail[ed] no depression of the valid interests of the 
white students.”5 instead, “the white students will 
themselves number among those profiting from the 
access to integrated schooling.”6

Under Judge Wright’s order, 51 students from 
Draper Elementary School were bused to Janney. 7 
Additional students were also bused from Hindley 
Elementary School. According to newspaper reports 
at the time, the busing to Janney and elsewhere 
proceeded smoothly and integration presented “no 
problem” to parents, teachers, and principals, 
although some parents’ reactions were mixed.8 

Things otherwise proceeded fairly uneventfully 
in the 1960s at Janney. Miss Hiscox’s 20th anniver-
sary as principal was celebrated with a surprise 
program in 1962. Her 25th anniversary was cele-
brated at an evening reception on March 14, 1967. 
The PTA held in 1969 a reception for Reverend 
Mengers, the retiring rector of St. Columba’s 
Episcopal Church and a past Janney PTA presi-
dent. 

Janney’s “first” book fair was held in November 
1960 (an earlier and smaller book fair had been held 

in November 1949), and the “second annual” book 
fair was held in 1961. A “Carnival” fund-raiser held 
on April 25, 1962, from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m., featured hot 
dogs and chips, grab bags, a merry-go-round and 
whip ride, pony rides, games, and more. A “Janney 

Miss Hiscox’s family was there to share in celebrating her 20th anni-
versary as principal, 1962.

Miss Verda Carlton, who taught 17 years, was honored with a gift at 
Miss Hiscox’s anniversary party. Kitty Layne, PTA President presides.



Theatre Party” earlier in the year was much less 
successful. The PTA bought 150 tickets to the “new” 
Arena Stage production of Jean Anouilh’s 
Madwoman of Chaillot. Only 88 were sold, and the 
PTA lost well over $100 on returned tickets. Perhaps 
discouraged by this loss, the PTA in 1963 voted 192-
21 to request voluntary contributions from mem-
bers in lieu of fund-raisers. As noted at the time:

…our ability to continue raising the desired 
sum is being diminished by several factors, the 
most significant of which is the ever-increasing 
number of mothers who are taking full or part-
time jobs. Another factor special to the District 
of Columbia is the increasing call upon women 
to volunteer time for various social services for 
which there are insufficient public funds to pro-
vide paid workers.9 

in the 1963-1964 school year, the Janney PTA 
asked parents for a $3 to $5 contribution in addition 
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Janney graduating class, June 1965. 
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to the $2 PTA dues. by this means, the PTA raised 
$995 of its $1,200 budget at its first meeting of the 
school year. The voluntary contribution system was 
also judged a success by the 1964-1965 PTA presi-
dent. 10 by the 1966-67 school year, the voluntary 
contribution was $6 to $10 in addition to the $3 
dues. The voluntary contribution in lieu of fund 
raising continued at least through the early 1970s. 

The PTA succeeded in 1969 in getting the 
Department of Traffic and Highways to provide bus 
stand guidelines in front of the school. it was still 
waiting to learn the fate of its requests for a traffic 
light at 42nd and Albemarle Streets and a flashing 
light and zebra lines at 42nd and Yuma Streets.

“New math” was introduced in the 1964-1965 
school year, and was the subject of the February 
1965 PTA meeting. 

The quality and utility of television continued to 
be debated. in early 1961, Newton L. Minnow, 
Chairman of the FCC had called television a “vast 
wasteland.” Later in the same year, Mr. Minnow 
came to a Janney PTA meeting to participate in a 
panel discussion on the topic “How People in the 
Community Can Work with Local TV Stations to 
improve Programming.” At that discussion, Mr. 
Minow was particularly critical of children’s pro-
gramming, which, in his view “frittered away” the 
opportunity to broaden children’s minds.11 

A special issue of the Newsletter was devoted to 
“academic achievement,” discussing particularly 
the problem of quick-learning children who under-
achieved because of insufficient academic challeng-
es. “Decentralization” was a related concern. Over 
150 parents came to the December 3, 1968 PTA 

meeting to discuss these topics. The Janney PTA 
decided to join with other area schools to form a 
council to study a decentralization plan. Dr. 
Manning, then Superintendent, had advised the 
schools that decentralization was coming.

in September 1963, for the first time, the princi-
pal’s annual “bulletin for Janney Parents” listed, in 
addition to routine matters, “Types of Unacceptable 
behavior.” Unacceptable behavior included “class-
room disorders,” such as: showing off; unnecessary 
talking; lack of promptness in beginning work; con-
tinual interruptions; leaving classroom without 
permission; disrespect for safety rules; temper tan-
trums; rudeness, defiance, insolence, arguing, talk-
ing back; fighting; bullying, threatening others; 
carrying any weapons or other objects for the pur-
pose of inflicting injury; foul or profane language; 

Janney Fair, May 1961. 



destruction or misuse of school property; bringing to 
school objects or books not related to school work; 
and, talking during fire and civil defense drills. 

Miss Hiscox warned parents that they would be 
“duly notified about behavior problems,” and that 
conferences would be arranged if necessary. She 
further advised that “Children who cannot be made 
to conform to acceptable standards of behavior may 
be referred to higher authorities or other persons 
and agencies equipped to deal with exceptional 
cases.” 

Although the inspiration for this list is not appar-
ent from the materials in the Archives, the list was 

included in all “bulletins” throughout the 1960s.
One of the biggest problems faced by youngsters 

at Janney and throughout the nation was narcotics. 
by 1969, Janney’s sixth graders were studying the 
effects on individuals and families of narcotics, alco-
hol, and tobacco. The final test in the subject was 
one question: “CAN YOU RESiST - iT’S UP TO 
YOU.” in a letter to parents dated April 6, 1960, 
Janney PTA President E. Segal enclosed pamphlets 
from the National institute of Mental Health and a 
summary of the drug abuse program for fifth and 
sixth graders. She spoke of “the severity of the drug 
problem throughout the country” as the “major 
social problem of our time.”

“block Mothers for Janney” began in 1969. 
Participating mothers displayed in their windows 
orange and black “block Mother” signs. Their duty 
was to notify parents or school authorities when a 
child had an emergency and keep the child safe until 
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Fourth graders beautify and protect the school grounds (above), 
and Brownie Troop 356 (left) poses on the steps of the troop’s meeting 
place, St. Columba’s Episcopal Church, 1961-62.
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called for. block mothers were not babysitters and 
were not to administer first aid. Children were not 
to ask to use the bathroom or for a drink of water. 

On April 22, 1968, President Johnson signed leg-
islation giving the District an elected School board 
for the first time. School board members previously 
had been appointed by the United States District 
Court. President Johnson said the legislation was 

“another step” toward home rule. 12 it provided for 
an 11-member board with eight members from then 
undrawn wards and three at-large members. The 
members were to have four-year terms and be paid 
$1,200 a year.13 

The 1969-1970 school year ended and the new 
decade began with the total eclipse of the sun on 
March 7, 1970. ■

Officer Crist, (clockwise from left) 
Patrol boy on duty at 42nd and 
Yuma Streets, Girl Aides and 
Boy Patrols, 1961-62.
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From the first day that 
I came to Janney School, 

one of eight new teachers,  
I felt at home. Miss Hiscox, our 
principal, had a great deal to do 
with this. She set very high but 
clear standards for all her teach-
ers. We were assigned a mentor 
teacher but received tremendous 
support from all the experienced 
teachers. Miss Hiscox encouraged 
this atmosphere of cooperation.

At the beginning of each school 
year, Miss Hiscox invited the 
teachers to her lovely home for 
breakfast. She was a gracious 
host and i felt learned women 
surrounded me. i will always 
remember that for many years 
after her retirement, Miss Hiscox 
would stop by Janney School to 
say hello. She was genuinely 
interested in each and every one 
of us.

During my first four years at 
Janney, i taught the special edu-
cation children who were in the 
fourth through sixth grades. i had 
10 children in all. And there was 
another class that had the young-
er children. i was in an upstairs 
classroom. One of the things that 
was not good was that my chil-
dren weren’t permitted to go on 
the playground with the other 
children, which i thought was sad 

for them. Also, once when we 
wanted to go hear the National 
Symphony, some of the teachers 
didn’t want my class to go. And i 
asked why these special education 
children couldn’t attend the con-
cert, and was told that they didn’t 
look appropriate...for Janney 
School. So i talked to the 
children...i had eight boys and 
two girls. And i said, “You have to 
look perfect tomorrow.” So this 
one little boy came in the next day 
with a dark blue suit, a vest, his 
tie on, everything. And he said, 
“Do i look great?” And i said, 
“Yes, you do.” And he pulled out a 
cigar and said, “i even have a 
cigar.” All the boys had dark blue 
suits on and the two girls were 
dressed very nicely. i said to the 
faculty, “i think these children 
can go, they should go.” My 
father’s a musician, and i know 
that music is very important. So 
these children were allowed to go 
and after that they were always 
allowed to go on field trips.

Mary Seixas Paul 
Teacher 1963-present

R E F L E C T I O N S

Miss Mary Seixas (Paul), 1963.

When Mary Paul and I started teaching 
at Janney, teachers were not allowed to 
wear slacks; a dress or a suit was a must. 
And we always wore high heels! My feet still 
ache, thinking of all those high heel days. 

Ursula Cossel  
Teacher 1966-90 
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Janney teachers tried to get 
us to “appreciate” culture, 

but it was an uphill battle. The 
boys dreaded ballroom and square 
dance lessons in the auditorium. 
On trips to DAR Constitution Hall 
to hear the National Symphony 
Orchestra, teachers sternly 
warned us not to squirm in our 
seats or tap our feet. One year, 
Leonardo DaVinci’s painting, the 
Mona Lisa, came on loan to the 
National Gallery of Art. i was 
excited when my teacher 
announced, simply, that we would 
see “the world’s greatest paint-
ing.” We took green and orange 
D.C. Transit buses to the National 
Gallery; we waited in a very long 
line. The painting was small and 
dark, and we filed by quickly. i 
was left wondering how this could 
be “the world’s greatest painting.” 
Many years later, my wandering 
through the National Gallery’s 
collection of Rembrandts sparked 
a true interest in art.

if we could have picked our 
own culture, it would have been 
rock and roll music. i listened to 
WEAM on a white Zenith transis-
tor radio, the size of a pack of cig-
arettes. i kept it pressed to my 
ear as i walked to school. in 
February of 1964, the beatles per-

formed their first American con-
cert in Washington. Albemarle 
Street was being resurfaced that 
winter and kids wrote “Paul” and 
“John” and “Ringo” and, some-
times, “George” in the snow that 
covered piles of dirt and roadwork 
equipment. Rock music was 
banned at Janney. but at a 
Valentine’s Day party, three 
friends and i got special permis-
sion to lip-synch to beatle songs. 
We managed this because the 
teachers thought we were making 
fun of the beatles. Yes, we tugged 
silly-looking “beatle wigs” of curl-
ing black construction paper over 
our crew cuts. but we felt the tin-
gle of power that came with fool-
ing the grown ups to play “i Want 
To Hold Your Hand” in school. 
(The leader of our subversive 
group, Jimmy Thackery, is now a 
blues musician of note, first as a 
guitarist for the Nighthawks.)

Janney was a place of surpris-
es. A neighbor’s parakeet flew 
through an open window on the 
first day of fourth grade. A photo 
in the newspaper the next day 
showed our teacher, Mrs. Koch, 
with the lost bird perched on her 
finger. Teachers brought portable 
televisions to class so we could 
watch grainy black and white 

images of rockets blasting off car-
rying Alan Shephard and John 
Glenn into space. And when the 
returning astronauts paraded 
down Pennsylvania Avenue, 
school closed and we went down-
town to see them. Things turned 
darker in the 1960s, of course. We 
returned to Pennsylvania Avenue 
to watch a horse-drawn caisson 
carry John F. Kennedy’s casket. 
And by sixth grade, as perhaps 
befitting my role as captain of the 
school patrol, 
 i was given the job of arguing the 
pro side in a debate over whether 
America should fight in Vietnam. 
As my opponent, Doris Segal, talk-
ed of “an unwinnable wars and 
“the cost of soldiers’ lives,”  
i remember my surprise at the 
creeping sense that there was 
something hollow to my serious 
warnings of “domino effect” and of 
“containing communism.”

Joe Shapiro  
Class of 1965
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In sixth grade we had an 
excellent teacher. It was her 

first year teaching and she was 
full of energy, very hot tem-
pered, but she loved us to death, 
and her name was Dorothy M. 
Jefferson. She used to sign all our 
papers with her full signature. We 
spent the entire year trying to fig-
ure out what the M. stood for. The 
entire year we had this guessing 
game going on, and finally, as a 
parting gift, she revealed her mid-
dle name to us. On the last day of 
school she told us it was Dorothy 
“May” Jefferson. We had guessed 
everything: Margaret, Mildred, 
you know, everything. That was a 
big thrill for the sixth grade girls 
to finally get to know her middle 
name.

We used to love the play-
ground. We were always out there 
at recess and lunchtime, fighting 
over the swing sets and trying to 
get there first. When i came back 
to Janney as a parent in 1990, 
when my son Kabir went to kin-
dergarten here, they still had the 
original swing sets from when i 
was at Janney. it was the most 
bizarre feeling to see that very 
same swing set, and coming back 
after all those years, the building 

smelled exactly the same. it was 
like walking into a dream; you 
know how you sometimes dream 
as an adult about your childhood. 
The girl’s bathroom was exactly 
the same; it hadn’t been renovat-
ed yet. The soap dispensers, the 
paper towel things...identical. it 
was like being in a time warp, 
until we had the bathroom reno-
vation project and the office move, 
then of course things changed, but 
when i first came back, i couldn’t 
get over how it was exactly the 
same, after all those years.

The auditorium was exactly the 
same. Of course when i came back 
as an adult, i said, “You mean, is 
that all there is?” because in my 
memory it was this humongous, 
gigantic MCi Center-type size. 
And when i came back i said, 
“How did we all ever fit in here?” 
because everything happened in 
the auditorium. boys were safety 
patrols and girls were called “girl 
aides.” And we had a sash, but it 
wasn’t quite the same as that belt 
that the boys wore at the street 
corners, so we were very envious 
of the boys getting to be outside 
crossing people while we were 
inside at the entrance and the 
stair wells and outside class-

rooms. And then in sixth grade  
i remember we had a meeting of 
the girl aides. We had to pick a 
secretary, or some sort of captain, 
and i don’t know who nominated 
me, but there was an election by a 
show of hands, and low and 
behold i was elected the secretary. 
Which was really quite bizarre 
because i was a very quiet, diffi-
dent, shy sort of person. Not a 
leader type personality at all. And 
i remember being so thrilled sit-
ting there in the auditorium when 
the teacher announced my name.

i remember the day when Neil 
Armstrong walked on the moon. 
We were in school and there was 
a television that was wheeled into 
the hallway. And the principal 
had announced that everyone 
should assemble around the tele-
vision at whatever time they were 
expecting this thing to happen. 
And we all came pouring out of 
our classrooms, and we were 
crammed into the hallway 
because there was just one televi-
sion on a stand, and we saw the 
whole thing live on TV, which was 
really thrilling.

Later, as a married grown-up, i 
lived overseas for three and a half 
years. And when we came back 

R E F L E C T I O N S
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we were looking for a house. We 
began looking and i kept gravitat-
ing back to this neighborhood, 
because this neighborhood felt 
like home to me. i wasn’t as con-
scious of Janney being a great 
school. We had done the research 
and we knew it was highly 
regarded, but it was more the 

neighborhood, feeling so much at 
ease and feeling a sense of com-
fort here. And we were absolutely 
thrilled all the years that we were 
in the neighborhood. The school of 
course was fabulous, but more 
than that, the community. i still 
miss that in bethesda. it’s only 
now, three years later, that i’ve 

stopped saying i’ve just moved to 
bethesda, because in my heart i 
still felt like i lived near Janney, 
even though my toothbrush was 
in bethesda.

Alka Kapur Khanna  
1970 Janney Graduate 

Janney Parent 1990-96 
PTA Co-President 1992-93

We remember the day black 
children were first bused 

to Janney. Many of the parents 
decided to walk their children to 
school that day, just to make sure 
everything was OK. Our experi-
ence was that our oldest daughter 
came home and said, “ A lot of 
new kids came to school today.” in 
our home we have never catego-
rized people by race or religion or 

anything else. And she didn’t 
know the word black or Negro. 
And she said, “And they’re all 
dark.” After a while, we noticed 
that very few of the black parents 
attended PTA meetings. We 
deduced that it was too difficult 
for them to get to Janney, since 
the families lived in Southeast. So 
we started alternating PTA meet-
ings between Janney and another 

site in Southeast. We wanted the 
parents to feel a part of the 
Janney community. 
Desegregation went smoothly at 
Janney; we are proud to say that 
about Janney.

Ray and Ralph Sanders 
Janney parents 1965-79 

PTA Co-Presidents 1970-71
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I went to Janney from 3rd 
through 6th grade, 1965-68. 

One of my strongest memories 
was how much of my immediate 
and extended family went there 
at the same time: my brothers 
Paul, Demetri and Perry; my 
cousins Anthony and Angelica 
Yachnis and Voula and barbara 
Kalavritinos. We shared lots of 
friends, too. i had a sense of com-
munity at Janney.

Straton Michael Spyropoulos 
1968 Janney Graduate

I was absolutely terrified 
during the first few days of 

kindergarten. Games, graham 
crackers and milk and the 
presence of my cousin Voula 
Kalavritinos in this class even-
tually palliated my shyness. 
Mrs. Cohn would put us down for 
a rest period each day. i still 
remember the little gray towel 
with my name on it.

in the first grade, Mrs. Hamer 
taught us how to read. When you 
think about it, “Dick and Jane” 
and “see spot run,” etc. were the 
“classics” on which a lifetime of 
learning was kindled. Each day, 
one student was assigned to cut 
out an interesting event of the 
day. Who could ever forget the 

day when the current event was 
the assassination of JFK!

There were times (more than i 
wish to mention for this retro-
spective) when i was not a very 
good student. One of these was in 
Mrs. Weiss’s third grade class. 
While my cousin Straton had 
learned French in this class the 
year before, i was doing my best 
to fail Math. We were learning to 
add, subtract, and multiply and 
our progress was measured by a 
series of timed quizzes. Students 
would receive a star on a large 
bulletin board with all our names 
on it for every perfect paper. The 
problem was as follows: While 
other students would quickly 
begin recording their answers (in 
little booklets with paper inserts) 
when Mrs. Weiss said “GO!” for 
reasons that are still mysterious, 
i became intensely interested in 
just about everything else in the 
classroom except for the task at 
hand! i was really close to failing 
and there were a lot of “goose-
eggs” instead of stars by my 
name. Today, someone would 
probably have labeled me as 
“developmentally challenged” 
with some kind of attention defi-
cit problem. However, thanks 
entirely to Mrs. Weiss, failure 
was not an option for me. Mrs. 
Weiss expressed her concerns in 
a family meeting, arranged for 

some practice sessions, and with 
some “persuasion” from dad, i 
was up to speed shortly, stars 
and all. i’ll always be grateful to 
Mrs. Weiss for her patience and 
understanding.

Perhaps this vignette under-
scores the real significance of 
Janney School in the sixties. 
Teachers really cared about stu-
dents and worked well with fami-
lies to ensure that students were 
getting the best education possi-
ble. And i’d like to add that we 
got an outstanding education on 
what must have been a fairly 
small education budget from the 
District. Many of our books were 
old and in poor repair, but this 
didn’t seem to matter much 
because the teachers cared so 
much about us.

Anthony Yachnis 
1969 Janney Graduate

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Patrols visit the Police precinct station, 1972.



Nell F. Hiscox retired on 
July 31, 1970, after 28 
years of service. The PTA 

honored her with a reception at 
the National Presbyterian Center 
Fellowship Hall. Harriet Murphy 
then became principal. Miss 
Murphy had been the Public 
S c h o o l  S u p e r v i s o r  f o r 
intermediate Grades for three 
years. before that, her extensive 
experience included elementary 
school teaching and supervising a 
project of the Agency for 
international Development to 
establish English-speaking 
schools in Kenya. 

Janney’s enrollment declined 
drastically in the 1970s, mainly as 
a result of the declining number of 
school-aged children. At the begin-
ning of the 1970-1971 school year, 
Janney had 440 students, includ-
ing approximately 80 children 
bused from Hindley and Draper 
Elementary Schools. There were 
18 teachers. Class size varied from 
22 to 30 students per teacher. 

As the result of an order requir-
ing the equalization of per pupil 
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4th-6th Graders visit the US Capitol 
Building, April 1976. Mrs. Inga Blust stands on 
the steps, back row, 3rd from the bottom.
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expenditures throughout the District, the summer 
of 1971 was a period of great flux in the school sys-
tem. Teachers were transferred and facilities were 
rearranged. in the 1971-1972 school year, busing to 
Janney from Hindley was discontinued when a new 
school opened in the southwest. Only 45 students 
continued to be bused from Draper after that school 
was allocated a number of new teachers. Janney’s 
enrollment fell to 375. There were two classes at 
each grade level, but only 13 teachers, for a student-
teacher ratio of 29-1. All special subject teachers 
became part time, even as extra classrooms were 
turned into special subject rooms—an art room, a 

new music room with a piano, a resource room, and 
a special education room.

There was talk of closing Janney, and by the mid-
1970s DCPS proposed merging Janney with four 
other elementary schools, Hardy Middle School, and 
Fillmore School for the Arts. That proposal was 
soon abandoned, but by 1980 the School board pro-
posed joining Janney and Hardy administratively, 
which meant that they would have to share a prin-
cipal. That plan too was dropped, even though 
Janney had only 254 students by the 1981 school 
year. 

The Library continued to be run solely by parents 
until the mid-1970s, when a professional librarian 
was assigned. Library renovations, expected in the 
summer of 1976, were not completed until 1979. For 

Mrs. Ermyn Roberts instructs her class, 1970s (below). Classroom 
scene, 1970s (below, right).



at least one year in the interim, the library operated 
out of book cartons. 

PTA membership continued to decline in the 
1970s. Although the 1970-1971 budget was still 
supported by voluntary membership contributions 

in addition to dues, there “seem[ed] to be a desire on 
the part of many parents to put more emphasis on 
money raising projects to help the budget.…”1 The 
parents felt that “these projects will help pull the 
school and community together and build up morale 
and of course this in turn should beef up P.T.A. 
membership and budget.”2 

in fact, there was at least one major fund-raiser 
in the 1970-1971 school year. On April 2, 1971, the 
PTA sponsored an “international Food and Folk 
Dance Festival,” which was attended by more than 
300 parents, students, and neighbors. 3 it was so 
successful that an “All Arts Happening” event 
planned for May was canceled in favor of a less 
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Students plant flowers on the Janney grounds, 1976.

When I was ready to enter school, Janney was looking for  
students to boost its enrollment. So my youngest sister and I started 
together at Janney in 1968. 

I’ve always remembered the names of all my great teachers.  
One thing that’s interesting now, as I look over my old report cards is 
to see my teachers’ first names. It never occurred to me that they had 
first names. And probably some of them were younger than I am now, 
which is kind of a scary thought, because they really seemed so old.

Hurley Doddy 
1975 Janney Graduate

Hurley, Sonja Brisco, and his sister Jeanette.



Janney 1925-2000 81

1970-1980

Graduating Class of 1972. Note the second glass transom above the school’s front door. The symbol to the right of the front door shows that Janney School 
was a designated fall-out shelter.



demanding informal picnic. The first Janney picnic 
eventually was held in September 1971. it was a 
“huge success.” “Picnic blankets spotted the Janney 
grove as families visited, ate, and played until after 
dark at the Janney Picnic….” 4 Everyone wanted 
another picnic the following spring. 

Janney sportswear was sold for the first time in 
October 1971 at back-to-School night. For $3 par-
ents and students could purchase yellow sweat-
shirts with purple lettering “to carry out the school 
colors of purple and gold.”

beginning in December 1971, the Janney PTA 
opposed the construction of the Tenleytown Metro 
station at its present location, citing critical traffic 

problems. The PTA unsuccessfully endorsed a pro-
posal that would have moved the entrances one 
block east of Wisconsin Avenue. 

in 1973, Miss Murphy presided over a decision 
discontinuing the single-sex status of the Safety 
Patrol and Student Aides Organization. in the same 
year, St. Columba’s started “Friendship Center,” an 
after-school day care program.

The position of Historian was discontinued, and 
the last PTA scrapbook was compiled in the 1971-
1972 school year.

in 1973, Janney parents left the National PTA, as 
did parents at most northwest elementary schools, 
and formed a Home and School Association. ■
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Mrs. Alease Williams’ 
Kindergarten class, 
1973-74.



Janney 1925-2000 83

My years at Janney began 
when my eldest daughter, 

Christina, started Kindergarten 
in 1970. i remember the first 
day i brought my five-year old to 
Janney. it wasn’t at all like it is 
now, where the new kindergart-
ners get a gentle and gradual 
introduction to school. The parents 
of the incoming students arrived 
at 9 o’clock with their children and 
we all sat in rows in the auditori-
um, child and parent, child and 
parent. At a certain time, the kin-
dergarten teacher came in to the 
back of the room and the children 
were told to line up. They marched 
off in a long line and we didn’t see 
them again until lunch. At that 
time kindergarten only lasted half 
a day. Somehow, the children and 
parents all survived the separa-
tion!

Eventually, i became president 

of the PTA and Joan Sharkey was 
vice-president. Janney was a 
much smaller school then and we 
had very little money in the PTA 
budget—our total budget was 
about $4,000. We thought it was 
absolutely amazing that we had 
$1,500 to pass on at the end of the 
year. Our biggest fund-raiser was 
the annual “ international Night.” 
We would cook and serve all kinds 
of international dishes and pro-
vide entertainment—i remember 
it was a lot of work but also a lot 
of fun, and many people from the 
Janney community would look 
forward to coming each year.

i was one of the first parents at 
Janney who also worked as a 
teacher. i used to volunteer to 
teach English as a Second lan-
guage (before Janney had an ESL 
program) and Mrs. Crandall 
decided to employ me as an Aide 

while i was waiting to get my cer-
tification as an ESL teacher. This 
meant that i worked in each 
classroom, and Ursula Cossel, the 
6th Grade teacher, asked me to 
teach some Spanish to her stu-
dents. Then Mrs. Roberts asked 
me to do the same for her class 
and that was how the Spanish 
Program started at Janney! Since 
that time, there have been several 
parents who have taught at 
Janney. in fact, parents in gener-
al are so much more in evidence 
in the daily life of the school than 
they were 30 years ago. 

Inga Blust 
Parent 1970-84 

Teacher 1983-2000

R E F L E C T I O N S

When I first came here, 
I cried. it took me a good 

three years...i was in the minori-
ty. i didn’t like Janney in the very 
beginning. but our principal, Miss 
Murphy, gave me everything i 
needed for my program, and sup-
ported me and backed me; and 
even when i got in trouble, she 
would back me to the hilt. And  
i began to like it...Janney had to 

grow on me.
Our principal Miss Murphy 

used to go in your classroom and 
blend in with the children. You 
wouldn’t know she was there, 
waiting for you to start teaching 
your lesson. All of a sudden you 
would see these legs sticking out...
and you’d say, “Whose legs 

are those?” Miss Murphy’s. You’ve 
been observed...too late now. She 
really wouldn’t hide, she would sit 
in your classroom and you didn’t 
know she was there enjoying your 
lesson. And she would come in 
everybody’s classroom. She was 
always around.

Ethel Horton 
Teacher 1972-present
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I really liked our principal, 
Miss Murphy, because she 

was fair and could relate to 
kids. i had some great teachers 
along the way, also. in fact, i can 
remember all my teachers in 
order. i had Mrs. Williams in kin-
dergarten; Miss Young in first 
grade; Miss Gibbons in second 
grade; Mrs. Cossel in third grade; 
then i had Mrs. Paul, Miss 
Phillips, and then Mrs. Cossel 
again in sixth grade.

One of my best teachers was 
Mrs. Williams. i had to repeat 
kindergarten. behavior-wise, i 
really wasn’t ready for first grade. 
i think that i had a philosophical 
difference with my first grade 
teacher over recess allotment, so i 
was put back in kindergarten for 
some seasoning. Mrs. Williams 
was so nice, it didn’t seem like 
two years to me.

Miss Phillips and Mrs. Cossel 
had a big influence on me by rec-
ognizing that i had a skill for 
organizing sports and for teaching 
other players how to play sports. 
They encouraged me to be a team 
captain and help the kids who 
weren’t as good at playground 
games. Not that i was always the 
best at that. Sometimes, i was a 
little too competitive in sports. 
Mrs. Cossel and Miss Phillips put 
the responsibility on the best ath-
letes in the class, to make sure 

everyone had a chance to play and 
make sure everyone felt like 
teammates. That was a new con-
cept to me. it was the first time 
that i really came to enjoy being a 
leader in sports and understood 
the responsibility i had beyond 
scoring points. i realized that i 
had a responsibility to make my 
teammates better and make them 
find a way to contribute. That 
really helped me later on in sports 
and i ended up being captain of 
my high school and college teams. 
Now that i am a baseball coach,  
i teach those same lessons to my 
own students and players. They 
were taught to me one at a time; 
it wasn’t something that came 
naturally.

i have always viewed Janney 
as the best years of my education, 
the time that i enjoyed the most 
and had the most growth. i 
always ask people where they 
went to elementary school, 
because that tells a lot about who 
they are. Many times we look at 
our elementary school teachers as 
the teachers who got us ready to 
learn, when in fact they made as 
big or a bigger contribution to our 
overall learning than other teach-
ers. Often we don’t remember the 
details of our elementary educa-
tion, so we try to discount it. We 
say, well, i had this professor at 
Yale who was so brilliant, but in 

reality he probably came in and 
did a couple of lectures, had a 
teaching assistant, may or may 
not remember your name, but he 
was this brilliant guy. but, hey, 
Mrs. Williams was a lot more 
impacting than that guy was, and 
could probably tell you a lot more 
about you, than he could. but we 
don’t remember it, because she 
was just giving us the day-to-day 
reading; but without Mrs. 
Williams, you wouldn’t be in that 
class at Yale. but we often forget 
about the Mrs. Williamses of the 
world; i never have, though. 

i lived for playing sports at 
Janney and Mrs. Horton, our 
physical education teacher, cer-
tainly contributed to that enthusi-
asm. i think she was very tough, 
very prepared. You could tell she 
was a woman that everyone 
respected as an athlete. We never 
looked at her as a woman teach-
ing us how to play sports. She 
was better at a lot of the sports 
than we would ever hope to be. 
Her classes were always orga-
nized, you came and you got right 
down to business. it wasn’t a typi-
cal PE class that was half-baked. 
She was really into physical fit-
ness; she was into serious calis-
thenics, and great dodge ball, 
hockey. Mrs. Horton was very fair 
and very good at encouraging 
both the boys and the girls; and 

R E F L E C T I O N S



Janney 1925-2000 85

she was very encouraging to me. 
in class, she provided many 
opportunities for the girls to excel 
in sports. We had excellent gym-
nastics, basketball, and softball 
programs. it was not a male-dom-
inated gym class. it was very 
even-handed. Mrs. Horton just 
nurtured me and encouraged me 
in sports and indirectly coaching. 
i think she really inspired me to 
become a coach. And the fact that 
i’m coaching at the elementary 
school level is probably an indica-
tor of that;  
trying to imitate what she’s done 
and hoping that i would have the 
influence that she had on me.  

You often don’t realize the impact 
you’re having on kids, but i 
remember how much i looked up 
to Mrs. Horton. And sometimes 
i’ll see little kids who say hi to 
me, and i’ll say hey, how are you 
doing? i’ll remember talking to 
Mrs. Horton like she was the 
Pope or something. Even to this 
day i have this tremendous fond-
ness for her; she’s one of my all-
time favorites.

John McCarthy 
1980 Janney Graduate

John McCarthy as a 
Janney student.

John (left) with his 
brother Eddie (center), 
and their father, Colman 
McCarthy. 
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First a little bit of how I ended 
up at Janney. I actually 

didn’t live in Northwest or any-
where near the school. i lived in 
Northeast right by Catholic 
University. So i took the Metrobus 
to Janney every morning and back. 
i’m the youngest of five kids, and 
my older sisters were going to ele-
mentary school during desegrega-
tion. My mother and father really 
wanted them to get a good educa-
tion, and there was a huge differ-
ence between the quality of the 
schools. My sisters went to a 
school called LaSalle, which had 
been nearly an all Jewish public 
school. They went there for a cou-
ple of years, but there was such 
flight out of the public schools in 
the late 50s, the school system had 
to close LaSalle; 200 families left 
in one summer. My sisters were 
able to transfer to a DC Magnet 
school. My oldest sister started to 
go to Sidwell Friends and was one 
of the first blacks to graduate from 
Sidwell Friends in 1967. When i 
was ready to enter school, Janney 
was looking for students due to 
low enrollment. So my youngest 
sister and i started together at 
Janney in 1968. 

i had a lunch box and stayed 
and ate lunch at Janney. Do the 
Thermoses still have glass? 
because if i tripped and fell on my 
lunch box, the Thermos would 

bust and my mother would go 
nuts that i had broken another 
one. i was the tallest person in my 
class for every year. i just kept 
growing; everybody else stopped, 
and i was 6’4” by the time i was in 
8th grade. i’m 6’7” now.

School safety patrol was a big 
deal. One of the things i remember 
most about it was being an officer; 
there were lieutenants and ser-
geants and captains, and i was a 
sergeant. being a sergeant didn’t 
really mean anything; all it meant 
was that when the lieutenant 
wasn’t there you got to walk about 
the beat. but i had a green badge 
and everyone else had a silver 
badge, so that was definitely worth 
something. i also remember that 
the flag would hang over Janney’s 
front door as long as nobody had 
gotten hurt. One good thing about 
being in sixth grade and being an 
officer was that you got to pick your 
corner. So i was on 42nd & Yuma, 
which is a particularly good corner 
because there is a stone wall there 
and i could sit down. The patrols 
loved their yellow rain jackets, 
orange belts and the hot chocolate. 
There was an official temperature 
of 32 degrees or below and then the 
mothers would serve hot chocolate 
after morning duty. So if it was 34 
degrees, it was kind of tough luck. 
After all these years, i still remem-
ber that it was really important, 

hoping to get that extra two 
degrees.

When i was in 4th grade, i 
remember kids were bused to 
Janney, although i think it lasted 
only a couple of years. in general, 
i remember Janney as a pretty 
harmonious place. There was no 
sense of good guys and bad guys. 
Things were pretty cool at Janney. 
by the time i left Janney, there 
were many more minority stu-
dents.

i’ve always remembered the 
names of all my great teachers. 
One thing that’s interesting now, 
as i look over my old report cards 
is to see my teachers’ first names. 
it never occurred to me that they 
had first names. And probably 
some of them were younger than i 
am now, which is kind of a scary 
thought, because they really 
seemed so old.

My parents bought our house 
in brookland in the fifties from an 
italian family. i remember the 
neighborhood was changing. You 
know, it still says, “not to be sold 
to colored people” on the deed. 
but by the time i was growing up 
the only white people in the 
neighborhood were very old. The 
old folks who just sit there and 
say we’re not going anywhere. My 
mother is still living there.

Hurley Doddy 
1975 Janney Graduate
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Mrs. Martha Hanson plays the Autoharp for her class, 1984-85.



Many changes occurred at Janney during 
this decade. After 12 years as principal, 
Miss Murphy resigned effective December 

31, 1982. Mrs. Emily Crandall was appointed effec-
tive May 1, 1983. in September 1988, however, Mrs. 
Crandall resigned to become an assistant to then 
School Superintendent Andrew E. Jenkins. She was 
assigned to work on reorganizing the school system 
to give principals greater control in managing their 
own schools. Anne C. Gay, whose appointment as 
principal was approved by the board of Education 
on December 21, 1988, did much in the next decade 
to localize management at Janney.

The HSA also took on more management respon-
sibilities in this decade. in 1980, the HSA hired a 
part-time music teacher, asking parents to contrib-
ute $30 per child to pay the $5,000 salary. in 1981, 

the HSA, at the request of kindergarten parents, 
provided matching funds up to $1,000 to hire a kin-
dergarten aide. in 1983, the HSA hired a part-time 
art teacher and a math resource teacher for both 
remedial and enrichment needs. Later in 1983, the 
HSA rejoined the PTA. by the 1983-84 school year, 
aides were paid for by parent contributions and a 
$1,200 PTA grant. The practice of parent contribu-
tions for hiring aides and enrichment teachers con-
tinued through the 1998-99 school year, when fund-
ing formulas changed. 

Janney entered the computer age in the early 
1980s. in March 1982, the HSA purchased a Radio 
Shack TRS-80 computer with cassette. in 1983, the 
PTA asked for volunteers to type computer programs 
on to cassettes. Early in 1984, the PTA spent $1,850 
for two Commodore 64’s with disc drives and color 
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May Day square 
dancing.



monitors. in 1987, with the help of an Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission grant, the library 
obtained an Apple iie with two disc drives, a color 
monitor and a printer. The school continued to 
upgrade its equipment and training. by the late 
1990s each class would have Apple iMacs and stu-
dents would go to the “Cybrary” for computer classes.

The 1980s were busy social and fund-raising 
years. The annual Janney Jubilation celebrations 
on the playground continued at least through 1987, 
after which they were pared down to one event—a 
yard sale. in 1980, however, the Jubilation included 
for the first time a silent auction. This was success-
ful, and was repeated in 1981. in 1982, the auction 
and Jubilation were split into two separate events. 
The auction was held at the American University 
Faculty Club with a full buffet dinner and a silent 
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Annual May Day 
festivities include 
a May pole.

Janney wins First Place in the 1984 Citywide Gymnastics 
Championship at Lincoln Junior High School. Mrs. Ethel Horton, Physical 
Education teacher, stands in the background.



and live auction. in 1983, the Janney Jubilation 
added two new attractions: “A Taste of the Nations,” 
homemade international foods; and, “A Taste of 
Uptown” with sample fare from local restaurants. 
The separate auction has continued as Janney’s 
most important social and fund-raising event.

The Uptown Races were begun in 1986. Runners 
paid a $9 entry fee and competed on a 4.99 mile, 8K 
course, starting at Wisconsin and Western Avenues, 
proceeding south on Wisconsin Avenue to Macomb 
Street, west on Macomb to Massachusetts Avenue, 
up Massachusetts to Western, and east to the begin-
ning point on Wisconsin Avenue. The Races, which 
raised $10,000 in 1986 and $15,000 in 1987, were 
an incredibly popular event for several years, and 
briefly raised more for the PTA than the auction. in 

May 1988, Mayor barry declared the  
day of the Races “Uptown Day.” The races contin-
ued at least through 1992, when the competition  
with other races made this fund-raiser much less 
profitable. 

The “Uptown Get Down,” a sock hop, was first 
held in the 1989-1990 school year at the Women’s 
Club of bethesda. The motto for this event? “be 
there or be square.”

in 1986 and 1987, Mrs. Crandall, who took a  
particularly familiar tone in her newsletters, 
expressed her concern about dress and decorum at 
Janney. As she stated in her September 30, 1986 
newsletter:

i need a bit of help from you regarding some 
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The Annual Janney Auction became a significant PTA fund-raiser in 
the 1980s. Sandy Berger and Vin Rocque offer white glove treatment, as 
waiters at an Indian dinner prepared by their wives, Susan Berger and Emily 
Rocque. The dinner was donated as a Janney Auction item, March 1983.

The Uptown Race "Fun Run" for children took place in the Woodward and 
Lothrop (now Hechts) parking lot.
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of our lovely children who don’t believe we have 
a dress code at the best elementary school in the 
city. Some have come with “weird” hairstyles. 
The principal has a new bag of combs. She 
passes one to the student with the unacceptable 
hairdo and asks him/her to go to the bathroom 
and wet and comb the hair into its original cut. 
Thank you for…telling your children that i will 
“be on my post” to tell them how nice they look 
with conventional hairstyles. 

by 1987, Mrs. Crandall gave up on enforcing a 
dress code. She did, however, “appreciate your 
adherence to our request that fourth, fifth, and 
sixth graders wear knee-length shorts to school 
rather than short shorts.”1 

“Just Say No,” 1986. This was a citywide program held in conjunction 
with First Lady Nancy Reagan’s efforts to eliminate drug use among our 
nation’s students.

The Uptown Race starting line-up. 
Winners for the 1987 Uptown Race were 
Jim Hage (24 minutes, 16 seconds) and 
Karen Hammond (28 minutes, 54 sec-
onds). Many television news personalities 
competed in this annual event including 
Susan King, Kathleen Matthews, Bob 
Strickland, and Bob Hager.



Several other interesting events deserve a brief 
note. in January 1981, the HSA considered protest-
ing the location in the Janney neighborhood of a new 
Wisconsin Avenue shop called “Headquarters,” which 
sold drug paraphernalia. A neighborhood festival in 
June 1981 celebrated the reopening of Albemarle 
Street in 1981 after Metro construction. On April 20, 
1983, Janney students saw Queen beatrix of The 
Netherlands as she entered St. Columba’s Church 
with Prince Claus to view the church’s recently dedi-
cated Flentrop pipe organ, a masterpiece of Dutch 
craftsmanship. Some of the students got to shake 
hands and speak with the Queen, who hoped that 
her appearance, in a hat and suit, did not too greatly 
disappoint the children who had expected to see a 

beautiful young woman in a gown and crown.
When two-hour limits eliminated street parking 

for teachers in 1982, the playground area was 
reduced to provide a teachers’ parking lot. Several 
lunch hour changes first appeared in 1983. Janney 
acquired the folding lunch tables with attached 
benches that allowed conversion of the auditorium 
into a lunchroom. Hot lunches were served for the 
first time in 1983, and split lunch recesses were 
initiated in the same year. 

The Janney School colors, originally purple and 
gold, had evolved to blue and white by the 1987-88 
school year. ■
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The monkey bars are a longtime 
favorite for Janney schoolchildren.
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In the 70s, 80s and the 90s, 
we had three very strong 

leaders as principals of the 
school: Harriet Murphy, Emily 
Crandall, and Anne Gay. That’s 
one of the things that made 
Janney so special. Each was quite 
different from the other. Each was 
a strong leader in her own right. 
Each dealt with parents very dif-
ferently. Each had her own style. 
but each left her mark on the 
school and on our children in a 
very positive way. 

There was a tradition at 
Janney School, begun in the 70s 
and lasting for close to a dozen 
years, in which the PTA 
Co-Presidents would be a hus-
band-and-wife team: David and 
Carol Kranowitz, David and Judy 
brenneman, Jay and Judy 
Silberman, Jim and Georgie 
Young, and Jeff and Ginny 
Gorman to name only a few. We 
had so much involvement of 
fathers it was incredible. We did 
the husband-and-wife co-presiden-
cies in order to get dads on the 
hook, to involve them. 

One year, the dads worked on a 
massive playground project. We 
redid the upper playground, but 
didn’t have a lot of money, and we 
wanted to create drainage under 
the set of swings on the west side 
of the playground. So John 
LeMon, one of the Janney dads, 
ordered a huge truckload of 
stones. One August day, Sandy 
berger, Marshall bykofsky and i 
spent about 3 1/2 hours digging 
this enormous hole under the 
swings and then dumping all the 
stones in. but before we dumped 
the stones in—we had been drink-
ing soda pop, and i think a couple 
of beers-and someone...i’m not 
sure if it was Marshall or Sandy, 
put a note, “i am not a crook,” 
signed Richard M. Nixon, in a 
beer bottle about four feet below 
that half ton of stones, under-
neath those swings. Dads did get 
involved in stuff, sometimes very 
involved. 

Janney had a mix of children. 
For whatever reason, Janney had 
a lot of kids from embassies and 
other neighborhoods, and that 

made Janney a better experience 
for all our children. One of the 
assets of a neighborhood public 
school is that it reflects the neigh-
borhood, but if the neighborhood 
is fairly homogenous, then it helps 
to broaden the mix. And Janney 
was quite broadened.

We wanted to have a school 
and a school community where 
everyone felt welcome and where 
no one felt out of place. And i 
don’t think we ever bent ourselves 
into contortions to do that. What 
we did, was just to try to be natu-
ral and welcoming, with the goal 
of getting everyone involved. i 
don’t know that we were so much 
“activists,” but just very positive-
ly, actively involved in the school. 
The parents as a group never 
tried to run the school, never tried 
to wrest it from these principals. 
We just tried to support them.

Vin Rocque 
Parent 1979-90 

PTA Co-President 1983-84
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I think the three years I spent 
at Janney were the three best 

years of my schooling. it was 
hard coming here from another 
country, and i came into Mrs. 
Paul’s class. She welcomed me, 
and made me feel a part of the 
class, even though the children in 
her class had been together since 
probably pre-K or kindergarten. i 
don’t remember exactly what we 
did in class; i just remember that 
Mrs. Paul was my favorite teach-
er, because she was so nice. She 
never put anybody on the spot and 
made them feel bad.

One of my happiest memories 
is Field Day. Held every June, 
Field Day was a big deal. We all 
used to dress in our team’s colors - 
blue or white. And we all sat on 
opposite sides of the field and i 
remember i won second place in 
the sack race. i was so proud of 
myself! The school was a lot small-
er then, so everybody could actual-
ly fit on the field and participate 
in most of the activities.

Graduation was also a big deal 
and was held in the Gymnasium. 
We were paired boy-girl and we 
had to walk down the aisle; i 
hated that. And we’d each give our 
speeches; they were nerve-wrack-
ing! Oh, yes, and we all sang 
songs. Mrs. Cossel kept telling us 
we were the best class for singing. 
There was one song—i can’t 
remember what it is now—but she 

said she’d been saving it for years, 
and finally found the class that 
could actually sing it. i don’t know 
if that was true or not, but we did. 
Then we all went to the Palisades 
for swimming afterwards. i think 
my sixth grade graduation was 
more special than my high school 
or college graduation. it was a day 
where everyone felt really good 
about themselves. 

Now in my role as a Janney 
teacher, i think a lot is still the 
same at Janney, but a lot has 
changed also. Certainly the size of 
the student body is the biggest 
change. but our notion of respect 
has never changed. i remember 
when i was in fourth grade, we 
had a student come in from El 
Salvador. He was older, maybe 11 
or 12, and i remember Mrs. Paul 
asked me to help him out because 
i came from Honduras and spoke 
Spanish. So she paired us up and 
i would help him out. He must 
have learned English very quickly 
because he was promoted to the 
next grade. i think that’s one 
thing that has remained the same. 
Kids not only learn from their 
teachers, but also they learn from 
each other; they support one 
another. Teachers do a really good 
job of fostering respect at Janney.

Shoshana Zallman  
Student 1984-87 

Teacher 1999-present

For children, life is not as 
simple as it used to be. 

There are many more activities.  
i think children have to cope with 
more problems than they used to 
and they bring that anxiety and 
uneasiness into the classroom. 
Thus i believe children need the 
stability of a disciplined class-
room. i don’t think children want 
disorder or disarray. They want 
specific guidelines. Children want 
to know what the teacher expects 
of them. if the teacher is ill pre-
pared, things will fall apart. The 
children can sense when the 
teacher is organized and ready to 
go. Children appreciate that.

Ermyn Roberts 
Teacher 1972-present
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One of the advantages 
of being a school in 

Washington, DC is the oppor-
tunity for international 
exchange. For many years, 
Janney has participated in the 
District’s Embassy Adoption 
Program, which fosters cultural 
exchange by linking city schools 
with participating embassies. One 
of the most remembered partner-
ships occurred in 1982, when 
Janney paired with children from 
the Soviet Embassy. For one 
week, half of the Janney 6th grad-
ers attended classes on the Soviet 
compound, while a similar num-
ber of Soviet children attended 

classes at Janney. i remember 
that this exchange culminated in 
one of the most exciting sporting 
events in Janney’s history. The 
Soviet and Janney schoolchildren 
had a spirited basketball game in 
the Janney gymnasium, with 
Janney winning in the final sec-
onds of the game, 59-56.

Janney youngsters were among 
the first DCPS children to travel 
outside of the United States, in 
conjunction with the Embassy 
Adoption Program. in 1985, 
Janney paired with the Embassy 
of Czechoslovakia, and twenty 6th 
graders traveled to 
Czechoslovakia. in Prague, Janney 

children visited the American 
Embassy, walked through the Old 
Jewish Ghetto, visited Kafka’s 
house, and the theater where 
Mozart first staged Don Giovanni. 
We visited Terezín, a town outside 
of Prague, where Jews were 
interned during World War ii. 
Later in our trip, as we gazed 
across the Danube into Hungary, i 
remember Ann Clinton saying, “it 
must be difficult to live so close to 
freedom and not be able to experi-
ence it.” 

Ursula Cossel 
Teacher 1966-90

Staff, Spring 1988. Top row (from left to right): 
Marianne Barbari, Marquita Pressley, Diana 
Culbertson, Iracema Chambers, Ray Siefer, Roger 
Schlegel, Ursula Cossel and Mary Paul. Middle 
row: Alease Williams, Eleanor Curd, Becky Hayes, 
Jennifer Munch, Pat Kemp, Annalee Brooks, Geri 
Hirai, Ermyn Roberts and Wendy Morgan-Williams. 
Front row: Sherri Gooen, Yvonne Baudwin, Emily 
Crandall, Dolda Bulter, Sheena Tuckson and 
Martha Hansen. 
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I was a parent through three 
principals, and two interim 

principals. An interim principal 
would serve while the perma-
nent principal was being cho-
sen. A great deal of time and 
thought was put into the selection 
of each principal, so the interim 
principals were very helpful. 
Changing principals is never easy; 
however Harriet Murphy, Emily 
Crandall and Anne Gay all 
brought their special qualities to 
the job. With each, there was a 
period of adjustment for the 
school community.

When my daughter Marissa 
started kindergarten in 1980, 
there were about 250 children 
attending Janney. Each grade 
occupied one classroom. There 
were many empty rooms and 
plenty of space for art, music, sci-
ence and the after-school pro-
gram. but even with the small 

school size the PTA was very 
active and enthusiastic.

One of my favorite events at 
Janney was Janney Jubilation. it 
was a big, all-day festival held 
every fall. The whole neighbor-
hood came and the tradition went 
on for years and years. There 
were carnival type games for the 
children, pumpkins, cider and a 
huge yard sale. i think part of 
what has made Janney a good 
community school is that we have 
reached out and had activities for 
our neighbors. by the time fami-
lies’ children are ready for kinder-
garten, usually they’ve already 
been to Janney and they know 
people. 

The first school auction was 
held at a Jubilation in the early 
eighties. Allison Fastov suggested 
that an auction would be a won-
derful way to raise money for 
Janney. Allison had been to an 

auction and knew what to do, so 
we all went to a meeting and 
divided Wisconsin Avenue into 
blocks. We each took blocks, and 
Allison said to go out and solicit 
and get everything you can. We 
did it so quickly; it was a last-
minute thought! Our first auction 
was held on a Saturday afternoon 
on the soccer field. it was a silent 
auction and we auctioned ice 
skates, baseball bats and other 
items from neighborhood stores. 
We made around $3,000. For 
many years after that, the auction 
was held at American University, 
then St. Columba’s and finally at 
Fannie Mae. Each year, the auc-
tion continues to grow. Allison 
Fastov deserves full credit for 
starting this annual event.

Kathy Jones 
Parent 1980-98 

Teacher 1998-2000
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“What made me special to the children was something that took no special intelligence; it took nothing else but deciding to memorize 
their names.” Anne C. Gay, Principal

c h a p t e r  n I n e

The Spirited Years
1990 & beyond
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A sense of renewed energy marked the 1990s 
at Janney. For the first time in more than a 
decade, enrollment increased to one-hundred 

percent or more of the school’s 428-student capacity. 
With the building again full, activities and ideas 
proliferated under the tireless guidance of the 
school’s new principal, Anne C. Gay. New educa-
tional and management theories were tried with 
great success, and Janney maintained its reputa-
tion as one of the best public schools in the District 
of Columbia. The PTA budget increased dramati-
cally, and the organization’s activities expanded 
accordingly. The arts flourished. The playground 
was renovated and expanded. Parent participation 
and activism reached new levels. There was a sense 
of hope and purpose.

Perhaps the most significant development in this 

decade was Janney’s continued progress towards 
school-based management. in 1990, Mrs. Gay 
formed a Parent Advisory Committee, which evolved 
by October 1991 into the “School improvement 
Team” (“SiT”). She described the SiT as a task force 
that “meets periodically . . . to discuss issues that 
impact on our school. it functions as an advisory 
body and includes parents, teachers, and other 
interested parties.”1 Mrs. Gay saw the SiT as a cru-
cial step in a move towards school-based manage-
ment for Janney. 

The first SiT elections were held in May 1992. The 
elected SiT spent its first year establishing priorities 
for operation and coordination with other organiza-
tions such as the PTA and faculty work groups. The 
SiT then set to work to develop a school plan for bud-
getary and management autonomy within the DCPS 
system. As a direct result of the SiT’s efforts, Janney 
won “Enterprise” status in 1994. This meant that the 
school community would have greater control over 

1990 & beyond

Busy days. (Below) Mrs. Fran McCrackin examines a Science Fair Project 
with her class. (Below, right) The annual kindergarten Thanksgiving feast.
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1990 & beyond

Mrs. Jennifer Boughner 
Miller listens attentively to 
her student. (Below, left). 
Computer class in the 
Cybrary. (Below) 

Mrs. Teri Phillips conducts 
an Art class for the children.
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Annual Thanksgiving food drive.

6th Grade Chorus sings at the White House, Christmas 1999.

Chess match in Mr. Lofton’s 4th grade class.

Juggling at the Renaissance Fair.

Emily Clements and Emily Flagg dressed 
up as Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head at the 
Halloween parade.
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Janney’s budget, personnel, grounds, and facilities. 
by September 1996, Janney and 14 other Enterprise 
schools were selected to be part of an expanded local 
school autonomy project. 

Mrs. Gay subsequently served on the DCPS com-
mittee that developed the DCPS “Weighted Funding 
Formula.” This formula, which became effective in 
all DC schools in 1999, bases the funding going to 
each school on the specific number of students and 
gives the schools more freedom in staffing, pro-
grams, and administrative structure. in effect, each 
school creates a spending plan that actually sup-
ports its academic plan. Janney’s SiT remains 
active as the body responsible for creating and 
monitoring compliance with the school’s funding 
plan under the Weighted Funding Formula.

Mrs. Gay was also responsible for Janney’s out-

standing reputation for special education. Long an 
advocate of “inclusion,” Mrs. Gay put that theory 
into practice at Janney. She mainstreamed special 
education students into Janney’s classrooms.  
This worked to the advantage not only of the special 
education students, but also to the other students 
and the teachers. Special education or “resource” 
teachers now were available to all students,  
and were able to assist the classroom teachers in 
their programs. 

The energy that fueled Janney in the 1990s 
wasn’t exclusively Mrs. Gay’s. Susan Price, 
Co-President of the Janney PTA in the 1994-95 
school year, has described the Janney community as 
“a group of committed activists willing to speak up, 
lobby, testify, picket and agitate on behalf of the 
children at our school and others across the city.” 

1990 & beyond

Mrs. Alease Williams’ husband and three sons join in the celebration at her 30th 
Anniversary Tea.

One of my best teachers was Mrs. Williams. I had to repeat 
kindergarten. I think that I had a philosophical difference with 
my first grade teacher over recess allotment, so I was put back 
in kindergarten for some seasoning. Mrs. Williams was so nice, 
it didn’t seem like two years to me.

John McCarthy 
Janney Graduate 1980
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1990 & beyond

Janney Band clarinet players. (left to right) Rebecca Mohr, Jenny Sanchez, Katie Beaulieu, Emily 
Clements and Kara Scroggins.

Janney Patrols,  
1998-99.

An OASIS volunteer reads with student, 
Alexandra Mizerek. 
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(Undated Letter to Lena Frumin from Susan Price). 
As Ms. Price stated:

We never missed an opportunity to testify 
before City Council about the crumbling school 
buildings and ever-growing class sizes. Ward 3 
school PTA presidents met regularly and orga-
nized town meetings with the School board. 
Once we picketed the board’s offices and gar-
nered lots of media coverage for the cause. 
Another day we rallied in front of the District 
building to protest teacher pay cuts. Some of us 
met with the editors of The Washington Post to 
complain about lack of coverage of school sys-
tem issues. And we helped one of our Ward 3 
moms, Murch parent Kathy Patterson, win an 
upset victory over a popular incumbent to 
become Ward 3’s council member. (id.)

One of the biggest local issues galvanizing the 
Janney community during the 1990s was the 
District’s proposal to open a homeless shelter in the 
abandoned police station then directly across from 
Janney where the isabella breckinridge Center for 
senior citizens now stands. While Janney families 
supported efforts to help the homeless, they were 
concerned about housing large numbers of men, 
many with drug and alcohol problems, directly 
across from the school. The PTA worked to find 
alternative sites, and eventually funded a lawsuit to 
prevent the shelter from opening. The lawsuit was 
successfully settled and dismissed in December 
1991, when the city abandoned its plans. The 
isabella breckinridge Center was built instead. The 

Center reached out from 
the beginning to inform the 
PTA of its progress and 
plans and to work coopera-
tively with the school. 

Although unable to sup-
port a shelter so close to the 
school, Janney parents did 
back the construction and 
operation of Friendship 
Place, which provides ser-
vices to the homeless. 
Janney families also pre-
pare and serve monthly 
dinners at a women’s din-
ner program in downtown 
DC. The school participates 
in a Thanksgiving food 
drive and a walkathon to 
raise money for projects 
that benefit the homeless. 
Through the efforts of the physical education teach-
er, Mrs. Horton, Janney students also raise money 
for the American Heart Association by participating 
in “Jump Rope for Heart.”

Janney’s parents also focused their efforts on the 
school itself in the 1990s. The PTA budget expanded 
significantly, with the annual auction as the main 
fund-raiser, to the point where the organization 
found it necessary to hire a bookkeeper. With 
almost 40 committees, the PTA remained active in 
all aspects of the school’s operation, including head-
lice checks, library operation, and grocery store 
participation programs that raise money for com-

I remember Mr. B. (Thayer 
Boardman) would always bring 
very nice books to read when he 
read to my kindergarten class. The 
pockets of his jacket were always 
full with surprises for us, like base-
ball cards, plastic rings, and tiny 
slinks. We always looked forward 
to seeing Mr. B. and what book 
and surprise he would bring.” 

Margot Harris

1990 & beyond
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puters and other school equipment and activities. 
One of the PTA committees, “Janney Outdoors,” 
raised over $50,000 from community residents, 
businesses, and foundations to improve and expand 
Janney’s playground. Janney Outdoors bought and 

installed picnic tables and benches, built a platform 
and play station around the ancient oak tree on 
Janney’s western side, and constructed a sandbox, 
fences, and a terraced amphitheater. The commit-
tee purchased and installed sports equipment such 
as basketball hoops and soccer nets, renovated the 
soccer field and added a sprinkler system. in addi-
tion to its many other improvements, Janney 
Outdoors had the western slope of the playground 
cleared, and beautifully replanted it with colorful 
flowers, bushes and shrubbery. 

The PTA’s arts committees were also exception-
ally active during the 1990s and the arts flourished 
in many ways, including annual “arts in action” 
evenings at the school, Shakespeare and Renaissance 
festivals, band activities, musicals, and exciting 
drama classes. The recollections of parents who 
participated in these activities at Janney are 
appended at the end of the chapter. 

1990 & beyond

Lunch at Kitty Layne’s March 9, 2000

This remarkable group of Janney PTA volunteers has continued to meet 
regularly for lunch over the past 50 years. Their friendships developed 
during their years as Janney parents and dedicated PTA workers. Over 
these years their friendships have helped them through both sad and 
happy times. They reflect the true sense of community that is at the 
heart of Janney School. Each year, the DCPTA awards the Layne Bowl to 
an outstanding DC public school PTA, in honor of Janney’s own Kitty 
Layne.

Seated from left to right: Dorothy Jackson, Charlotte Letts, Ruth 
Kroll, Gertrude Shapiro. Standing from left to right: Bertha Aed, Edie 
Walter, Kitty Layne, Lib Siegal, Jean Williams. (Frances Gleason 
attended, but was not photographed)



The late 1990s saw both happy and sad changes 
at Janney. in 1998 and 1999, after a 20-year 
absence, Janney Safety Patrol members participat-
ed in the Metropolitan Safety Patrol Parade. The 
Patrol won prizes for marching and general appear-
ance and for its slogan: “in and out of school, safety 
is our rule.” in 1999, Janney celebrated Mrs. Gay’s 
10th anniversary as principal. The Janney commu-
nity presented her with a sketch for the mural that 
now hangs above the front door of the school. in 
May 1999, Mrs. Gay announced her resignation and 
her appointment as Assistant Superintendent for 
Special Education. She and the students dedicated 

the mural on the last day of the 1998-1999 school 
year. Mrs. Gay enjoyed creating mottoes, and two of 
them have continuing resonance at Janney. Janney, 
said Mrs. Gay, is a “Community of Learners.” At 
Janney, “We may not have it all together, but 
together we have it all.” 

Finally, in August 1999, Richard Patterson 
became Janney’s new principal. Under his watchful 
eye, Janney’s long-awaited and much-needed new 
roof was completed just the evening before the 
school opened for a new school year. ■
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1990 & beyond

Mr. Moses Lofton 
poses with a group  
of 4th graders in 
Battery Park in 1998. 
The students travelled to 
New York by bus and 
took a ferry to Ellis 
Island. The 4th grade 
field trip to Ellis Island 
has become an annual 
ritual at Janney and the 
highlight of the 4th grade 
experience.
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Whenever I’ve been in a 
school, I’ve tried to make 

it a community-gathering place. 
Everything i’ve ever learned 
makes me believe that when peo-
ple work together, things happen; 
when people don’t work together, 
they don’t. i wanted to have a 
school that was really happening. i 
wanted a school that really 
worked; people have to work 
together to have that. Some schools 
revolve around the principal and to 
a certain extent they have to, but i 
didn’t want it to be revolving 
around me; i wanted it to be 
revolving around the community. 

in my first year at Janney as 
principal, i probably should have 
slowed down a bit. initially, i 
eliminated the extended learning 
center and started mainstream-

ing all kids and getting them into 
the classroom. i felt everyone 
could use the resources: the per-
son who was doing extended 
learning would do it for every-
body, not just that smaller group; 
the special education teachers 
would be in the classroom where 
they could work with other kids 
too, and give support and help to 
the teachers. 

We had one child who had 
been at Kingsbury, which is a 
very small private school for chil-
dren with learning disabilities. 
His mother really wanted him to 
come to Janney, but she was 
wary, thinking it would not work 
out well. He was different; he was 
kind of a flapper, a lot of inappro-
priate behavior. Well, a lot of it 
was because he had only been 

with other kids who were learn-
ing disabled and who had other 
similar kinds of twitches, so he 
was just modeling after all of 
them; they were all twitching 
together. Within a day at Janney, 
the kids said, “Oh, stop that.” 
And he stopped. Within a day, 
you couldn’t have picked him out. 
He could comprehend anything 
that you read to him. but, when 
he came to us in fourth grade, he 
could read nothing, absolutely 
nothing. He really had a hard 
time putting the words together, 
it was just so laborious. but if you 
said something to him, he could 
analyze it. There was another kid 
in the class, who could read any-
thing, but he comprehended abso-
lutely nothing. He would even 
read with expression. if you 

asked him any ques-
tions, it would be like 
hmm? So we paired 
them up together. it was 
the most incredible 
thing. One of them 
would read and the 
other would listen and 
then tell the kid about 
what he’d just read. by 
the end of the year, they 
had both made remark-

R E F L E C T I O N S

Mrs. Anne Gay’s surprise 10th 
Anniversary party, January 
1999.
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able progress. The one boy who 
could read and not comprehend 
did not make as much progress, 
because of his type of disability. 
The boy who couldn’t read was 
reading on grade level, by the end 
of the year. by the time he left us 
in sixth grade, he was reading 
way, way above grade level. it 
was really exciting to see that 
happen, to see them together.

Right from the start, i greeted 
children at the front door every 
morning for several reasons. First 
of all, no one came on time; every-
one just sort of wandered in and 
it just drove me nuts. i figured 
that there was no one out there 
expecting the children to be on 
time. i really wanted the kids and 
parents to know that someone 
was there and someone cared. i 
think quite frankly every kid’s at 
risk. Some kids don’t act out; 
there’s always a kid who might 
be sitting there who is depressed 
or is withdrawn and maybe not 
now, but in a while is going to 
need someone just paying atten-
tion. it seemed to me that it 
made a lot more sense if you 
made kids know that you were 
expecting them to be there, that’s 
where they belonged and they 
were a part of the school commu-
nity. That’s what you were saying 
to them. it’s like when you’re 
mad at your kid and you say 

damn it, i still love you. i don’t 
like what you’re doing, but that 
doesn’t mean you can say, well no 
one loves me and go off in your 
room and sulk. You let them 
know that there is a place where 
they could take a risk; people 
would still respect them and be 
there for them. You’re saying to 
them, this is a place where people 
are taking care of you.

i would begin the whole school 
year always coming up with mot-
toes. And then, i had this experi-
ence with my grandmother. My 
grandmother was very old, and 
after my mother died, my grand-
mother started losing it. My 
uncle, who wanted to get the fam-
ily history down, was doing all 
this genealogical research and he 
kept on asking her questions. He 
didn’t remember a whole lot 
about his father, because he died 
when my uncle was five years 
old. He was asking my grand-
mother when i was visiting once, 
“well what about Dad, what 
about this...?” You could tell she 
was trying very hard, but she 
was getting really confused. No 
one wanted to say, “Oh, Mom,” 
and get frustrated. So everyone 
started leaving the room. i was 
sitting there with her. She turned 
to me and said, “You know, they 
think you plan it. They think you 
have a plan, and then one day 

you just wake up and you look in 
the mirror and it’s your life.” i 
was relating this story to a friend 
of mine who is a therapist and 
she said, “You know what your 
grandmother was telling you? 
She was telling you to pay atten-
tion.” That’s become my motto, 
and it’s true. Just pay attention, 
don’t leave anything to chance. 
You just need to pay attention, 
because it’s the little things that 
count. What made me special to 
the children was something that 
took no special intelligence; it 
took nothing else but deciding to 
memorize their names. it was 
very simple but it was very 
important to them, and it was 
important to me. And it set the 
stage. it was wonderful, too, 
when you’re out on the play-
ground and some kid is doing 
something stupid, you don’t yell, 
“Hey you,” you yell, “Hey Mike.” i 
did want the parents to know 
that we were paying attention. 
And i figured that’s the simplest 
and easiest way.

i think i would want to be 
remembered as someone who 
really did care a lot about the 
community, and that i did pay 
attention. And that i had a great 
time. i think it was the best job 
i’ve ever had, by far.

Anne Gay 
Principal 1989-99
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R E F L E C T I O N S

One of my fondest memo-
ries of Janney School did 

not begin at Janney, but on the 
playground at our  
synagogue. i had taken my older 
son, Harry, who was 11 at the 
time, to his Hebrew School class 
and my younger son, David, 
wanted to play on the play-
ground. We ended up staying 
there the whole time, partly 
because of David’s delight at hav-
ing the equipment to himself and 
partly because of my amazement 
at hearing, from one second floor 
classroom window, non-stop pan-
demonium. Amazement turned to 
mortification when, among the 
featured soloists in the class-
room’s cacophony, i recognized 
the voice of Harry.

Going up to the room at the 
end of class, i realized that the 
teacher didn’t seem particularly 
unsettled. Perhaps she had a 
method for weaving her lessons 
in amidst the mayhem. but my 
wife, Arlene, and i could not 

accept our child’s behaving that 
way. Under the circumstances, 
however, we weren’t sure how to 
proceed.

A day or two later when i went 
to Janney to pick up David, there 
was Mrs. Gay, as always, on the 
sidewalk, calling out goodbyes to 
students, trying (also as always) 
to dissuade double-parking par-
ents, and engaging in occasional 
impromptu conferences. Catching 
her at a free moment, i asked if 
she had any advice on how we 
might approach this situation 
with Harry.

“i’ll talk to Harry,” she said, 
turning to continue waving to 
students and haranguing 
J-walkers.

“No no, that’s not what i’m 
asking,” i explained. “it’s not at 
Janney, it’s at Hebrew school.”

“Yeah, i know. That’s okay. i 
love talking to Harry.”

A day or two later Harry 
announced at dinner, “i saw Mrs. 
Gay today.”

“Oh?”
“Yeah, we had this talk about 

the steps of ethical behavior.”
“The what?”
“The reasons people do the 

right thing. Like step one is you 
do it ‘cuz otherwise you’ll be pun-
ished. And step two is you do it 
because you realize the reason for 
it. i’m simplifying it,” he allowed, 
“but that’s the basic concept.”

“interesting.”
“Actually it was. Especially at 

the higher levels.” Harry went on 
to detail a paradigm of behaviors, 
replete with nuances and even 
paradoxes. Exactly the kind of 
concepts he loved to explore.

behavior at Hebrew school, to 
my renewed amazement, was 
never again an issue.

behavior at Deal, on the other 
hand...

Mark Stein 
Parent 1990-present 

PTA Treasurer 1996-98
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I came to Janney in the fall of 
1979. I was a young black 

teacher with early childhood 
experience and Miss Murphy 
was our principal at that time. 
before my arrival, Miss Murphy 
talked with me about the Janney 
community, since it was a socio-
economic change from the inner 
city schools in which i had previ-
ously taught. Miss Murphy really 
helped me become comfortable 
with Janney. A great plus for the 
Janney School staff has always 

been having what you need for 
your class when you need it. That 
still holds true today. Janney’s 
parents and the community 
always support the school. 

Over the years, i have met 
many interesting and exciting 
people at Janney. i have fond 
memories of past and present 
children, parents and staff that 
have passed through its doors. 
i’m noticing that the parents of 
my children are living in the 
homes that belonged to their par-

ents, with another generation of 
children feeding into Janney. Of 
my twenty-three parents, at least 
ten are living in homes that 
belonged to their parents or aunts 
or uncles. There is a burst of chil-
dren coming to Janney, whose 
parents grew up in the neighbor-
hood.

Wendy Morgan-Williams 
Janney Teacher 1979-present 

Janney Outdoors helped to improve the school grounds during the 1990s.



The Janney Musical

The history of Janney musicals 
is long and varied. i think it 
was back in the early 80s that a 
Mrs. Hill ran musicals for  
7 years and then Mrs. barrow, 
the music teacher for many years, 
did an end-of-year musical which 
always had a poignant message.

in 1990 i proposed doing 

broadway musicals and the PTA 
was encouraging and supportive 
immediately. We started with 
“Peter Pan”: 32 cast members, no 
scenery except 3 wooden beds and 
a few cardboard trees thanks to 
Pat buckley, and a great crocodile 
costume made by Ann Petersen. 
We still use those beds, now cut 
down to platforms. Of course, at 
that time there were only 265 stu-

dents in the school, but as the 
school grew, so did the musical 
with up to as many as 92 players 
in “Fiddler on the Roof” and “Once 
Upon a Mattress.” The sets 
became more complicated, the cos-
tumes more lavish, and we added 
a 15’ X 26’ painted backdrop that 
had to be duck taped to the Deal 
wall. And every year, just when i 
think there’s just no time and no 
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Arts in Action 

The vision of Mrs. 
Gay and the PTA 

leaders at Janney in the mid-
90s was centered on the 
school being open to and active 
in the community. Mrs. Gay felt 
strongly that as the children 
interacted with organizations and 
people outside the school, and as 
people outside the school came in, 
both groups would gain knowl-
edge, understanding and perspec-
tive, and, of course, the opportuni-
ties for the children of Janney 
would quite naturally expand. 

Arts in Action began in the win-
ter of 1995, as an effort to show 
the community what was going on 
at Janney in the arts. At that 
time, Janney’s rich arts curricu-
lum included drama, art and 
music, a yearly musical, and the 
Notebusters chorus. The nearby 

Chevy Chase Pavilion shopping 
center agreed to host our event. 
We would fill whatever empty 
shop windows they had with our 
children’s art, for a period of two 
weeks, and on a Saturday during 
that time we would give music 
and drama performances in their 
large atrium. in addition, we 
would organize a hands-on art 
activity in one of their empty 
shops.

Chaired by Anka Zaremba, the 
event was a great success for 
everyone. The Pavilion was grate-
ful to have the extra business of 
many Janney families that day, as 
well as the colorful art in the win-
dows and display boxes around 
the mall. The children felt special, 
playing their recorders, singing, 
dancing, and doing improvisations 
on the stage in public.

The next year the event was 
similar. by the third year, the 

Pavilion’s shops had filled, and 
Arts in Action moved to Janney. 
Now in its 7th year, the art show 
fills the walls of all three floors 
during the month of January, and 
the night of Arts in Action 
includes performances in the gym 
and in the hallways as parents 
view the art. 

Although the musical and dra-
matic performances vary from 
year to year, Arts in Action 
remains an excellent venue for 
young performers to gain experi-
ence in a friendly setting. it is 
now a part of the School Plan at 
Janney, and continues to reinforce 
our belief that the performing and 
fine arts are a key component in 
an elementary school education.

Sarah Whitener 
Parent 1992-present 

PTA Co-president 1996-97

Reflections 
Janney  
and  
The Arts



one has any energy to do one 
more thing for the play, there’s 
always someone who says, “Oh, i 
can do that!” or Josie Jordan and 
Maggie Kennedy would come up 
with someone who would help. 
Dolly’s feather headdress 
appeared overnight from Dot 
Walker, a fancy decorated bustier 
needed for a prop in “Oklahoma” 
came magically from Camille 
Martone, barbara Sloss found 
streamers for the dancers in 
“Once Upon A Mattress” from 
somewhere in Rockville, Tom 
Ward was always willing to play 
with the smoke machine for 

“Fiddler” and “Oliver” and 
Rosemary Chalk has come up 
with some amazing snakes and a 
spinning mirror when needed. it’s 
the little details that may be on 
stage for mere seconds, but which 
get that little laugh or approval 
from the audience that the kids 
live for during play season.

i’ve always been so appreciative 
of the audiences at Janney plays. 
Despite the sound problems that 
seem to be insurmountable, every-
one hangs on every word and 
laughs at every joke, even though 
they’ve heard them so many times 
before during rehearsals.

it’s great to see the students 
backstage grinning from ear to 
ear when the audience “gets it.” 
it’s great to see the excitement in 
their faces just before curtain 
knowing that the house is full and 
waiting. i’ll never forget when 
“Hello, Dolly!” opened and my 
own little Sara looked at me on 
the verge of tears and said, “i 
don’t think i can do this.” but she 
did and so did all of my leading 
young boys and girls. They may 
be hyperventilating backstage, 
but you’d never know it once they 
made their entrance. And it might 
be because of that experience that 
they all crave to be on stage again 
and again. Everyone is a friend on 
stage and there’s always lots of 
hugging. i always say that the 
people i sing with are very special 
to me and these young actors/
singers/ dancers from Janney 
have been a great source of inspi-
ration to me over these years. 
There’s nothing they won’t try 
(except kissing on stage—even 
holding hands is a stretch! Thank 
God for that!) They love stage 
fighting and never tire of learning 
a new dance move. (but when in 
doubt, do the old box step!)

Ginny Curtin 
Parent 1987-97 

PTA Co-president 1989-90 
Musical Director 1990-present
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“Once Upon a Mattress” was performed in 1999.
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How the Janney 
Shakespeare 
Festival Began

It all started with a 
drama activity at a 4th grade 
Valentine’s Day Party. in 1997, 
my son Thomas was in Mrs. 
Paul’s class. The students were 
studying Shakespeare’s  
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  
i was also studying Shakespeare: 
taking classes at the Folger 
Shakespeare Library and teach-
ing high school workshops. i was 
itching to try out what i had 
learned on the Janney kids.

My chance came when Mrs. 
Paul asked me to do a 
Shakespeare activity for the class 
Valentine’s Day party. i arrived 
that afternoon with a stack of 

index cards on which i had writ-
ten Shakespearean insults and 
Compliments. i passed out the 
cards, told the kids to use body 
language, and let them go at it.

i was surprised by what hap-
pened next. The students, who 
had always seemed so quiet, 
bounded all over the classroom, 
hurling barbs at each other at the 
top of their lungs. “Thou knavish, 
rug-headed, ragamuffin!” they 
bellowed. “Thou peevish, rump-
fed, rabbit sucker!” A few stu-
dents bravely tackled the compli-
ments, and were whispering to 
each other, on bended knee, 
“Thou saucy, sweet-smelling, 
wafer-cake,” “Thou cheek-rosy, 
young-eyed, pigeon egg.” Amid 
gales of laughter, they insulted 
and complimented each other for 

more than an hour; taking breaks 
only to inquire about the mean-
ings of certain Elizabethan words. 
When it was over, it was clear 
they were enthralled with the 
sound of Shakespeare’s language. 

Mrs. Paul and i planned a fol-
low-up activity. The next week, 
the class acted out the “street 
brawl” scene from Romeo and 
Juliet. Again, the students 
responded with great enthusiasm 
and energy. Afterward, several of 
them asked if the class could act 
out other scenes from Romeo and 
Juliet. Mrs. Paul said yes.

The students acted out the 

Reflections 
Janney  
and  
The Arts

Mrs. Paul’s 4th Grade class outside of the 
Folger Shakespeare Theatre following their 
performance at the “Children’s Shakespeare 
Festival,” May 1997.
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“Capulet party” scene, the “balco-
ny” scene, the “looking for 
Romeo” scene and the “killing of 
Mercutio” scene. by the middle of 
March, it became clear that we 
had created a mini-play and that 
the students’ acting was good.

i had heard great things about 
the Folger Children’s 
Shakespeare Festival; how per-
forming at the Elizabethan 
Theatre for an audience of 250 
people is a terrific learning expe-
rience for elementary school stu-
dents. i submitted an application 
for Mrs. Paul’s class. i was 
delighted to learn, a month later, 
that Janney’s application had 
been accepted. 

The children’s May 14th per-
formance at the Folger Theatre 
was a success, attended by a 
large group of Janney parents 

and Mrs. Gay. Afterward, the 
students were eager to share 
their work with the rest of the 
school. Mrs. Gay and Mrs. Paul 
agreed that the students should 
perform at the Janney 
Renaissance Fair. Again, Mrs. 
Paul’s students did a spectacular 
job. My only regret was that the 
4th graders from the other two 
classes weren’t able to have the 
same experience. Several of Mr. 
Lofton’s students came to me 
after the Renaissance Fair perfor-
mance and said with bitter disap-
pointment, “Why can’t we do 
Shakespeare?” i resolved that if i 
were ever to teach at Janney, i 
would institute a Shakespeare 
Festival that included every 4th 
grader.

That September, i became 
Janney’s drama teacher. During 

the following three years i direct-
ed three Shakespeare Festivals, 
in which all the fourth graders 
participated. i was astounded at 
how performing Shakespeare - 
even at the most rudimentary 
level - can change a student. i 
saw children who were painfully 
shy blossom into exuberant per-
formers; children who were dis-
tracted and uninterested trans-
form into focused, disciplined 
actors. The experience gave a 
huge boost to all the students’ 
self-esteem.

To the students who performed 
in the Janney Shakespeare 
Festivals: You own Shakespeare 
now and forever.

 Mary Beth Bowen 
Teacher 1997-2000 

Parent 1989-99

Notebusters

The day I got together with 13 
Janney students in the fall of 
1988, it seemed the most 
important thing was to name 
the group that we were starting. 
As we batted around different sug-
gestions, someone, a student not 
in the group, walked through the 
gym and just said, “Notebusters” 
and everyone with one voice said 
“That’s it!” and so it has been for 
12 years.

it was my goal to help kids 
love singing at an early age so 

that they wouldn’t feel self-con-
scious. They make the best joyful 
noise they can, learn to control 
their breathing and try to sing so 
people will understand what 
they’re saying. Whenever we sing 
songs with “lots of words,” songs 
that tell stories, a glint comes 
into their eyes when they become 
the storytellers through song. but 
unlike the musical, there is com-
fort in numbers and no one is put 
on the spot to perform. We’re a 
chorus. Everyone is in a section 
with his or her own part and 
learning when NOT to sing is just 

as important as knowing when 
TO sing. They love to surprise the 
audience with a little movement 
or a little percussion. Notebusters 
is not about perfection. it’s about 
loving to sing so it doesn’t matter 
when i look up during a concert 
and see some of them looking up 
at the ceiling or waving to a fami-
ly member, because i know they’ll 
get back to the singing part soon 
enough and they’re loving every 
minute of it.

Ginny Curtin 
Director 1990-present
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Janney’s Orff 
Music Program

With a strong belief 
that music is 

indeed the “universal lan-
guage,” the primary goal of the 
music curriculum at Janney is to 
help all children understand the 
importance and joy that music can 
bring to their life, and to develop 
their skills to the fullest. The 
music classes at Janney center 
around what might be called 
“playful schoolwork”or “schul-
werk”, as the German pedagogue 
and composer, Carl Orff called it. 
it is a “hands-on” approach to 
learning by doing—chanting 
poems and speaking rhythms, 
moving and dancing, clapping and 
playing on percussion instruments 
and learning to improvise and cre-
ate. 

in teaching singing and reading 
notation, children again learn by 
playful work-by singing from the 
nursery and folk music of many 

cultures-music that is appropriate 
to the child’s voice and range. 
Children are encouraged to sing 
with their natural “head” tone, 
which is essential for developing 
musicianship and protecting their 
young voices. The Orff barred 
instruments—the xylophones and 
metallophones—are designed so 
that the child can improvise melo-
dies that are pleasing to the ear. 
Reading notation, vis a vis record-
er playing in the 3rd grades and 
beyond, and composing on the 
barred instruments follow explora-
tion and improvisation.

Music in the classroom at 
Janney emphasizes process, rath-
er than performance, spontaneity 
rather than rote memory, active 
participation by all, each at his/
her own level, instead of by only 
the “talented.” in fact, because it 
uses so many different modalities, 
an Orff classroom engages chil-
dren in various tasks and 
responses to music-whether in 
singing, playing recorder, moving 

or acting out a story while listen-
ing to music, dancing, playing 
instruments or reciting poetry or 
chants-and encourages participa-
tion by each child at his or her 
own level.

Just as i believe that every 
child can be taught to sing on 
pitch, every child can be “taught” 
to be musical. it’s in their nature. 
The Orff process simply lets it 
flourish. As i think of the joy the 
children and i experience on the 
drums, the barred instruments, 
repeating play party games or 
dances we’ve done, i’m reminded 
of what Orff said: the “schul-
werk”—music education—“is 
never  
conclusive and settled, but always 
developing, always growing, 
always flowing.

Judith Block 
Parent 1983-87 

Teacher 1993-present
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The Janney Band

In late summer 1997, Sterling 
Scroggins, musician and (at 
that time) a Janney parent, 
acted on an idea put forth by 
several parents; thus was 
launched the Janney band. 
Characteristically, Sterling 
brought the group together with 
hospitality. A potluck supper in 
the Scroggins’ back yard, with 
parents and kids present, was the 
occasion for discussion, questions 
and tentative answers, and rec-
ommendations. Sterling recom-
mended that there be a specialist 
teacher for each of the band sec-
tions-woodwind, brass, percus-
sion-for weekly sessions; they 
taught instruments and provided 
leadership. 

Meanwhile, the band’s standing 
as a school activity under the aegis 
of the PTA was agreed upon, with 
the caveat that it would have to be 
self-supporting (largely through 
assessments on band parents), 
because the immediate benefit 
would accrue to band members, 
who numbered about two dozen. 

 As soon as weekly practices of 
the whole band became a regular 
feature of early Friday mornings 
in the gym, some time in October, 
it became clear that the band was 
a big hit. The smiling faces of 
teachers and others who entered 

the building through the gym at 
the start of the day was proof that 
the kids were doing well. A few 
youngsters who had been taking 
violin lessons expressed interest 
in joining. So another section 
teacher was engaged, and when 
the group got its first “gig”— 
playing a march for a Halloween 
costume parade of toddlers at 
Turtle Park—there were strings 
as well as saxes and clarinets.

in early December, the PTA 
meeting featured holiday songs by 
Notebusters and Sixth Grade 
Chorus; in December 1997, there 
was instrumental music, too. in 
late February, a new tradition was 
begun: the band played the over-
ture for the annual musical. it was 
“Oklahoma!” that year, and musi-
cal arrangements allowed each 
section to play a fragment of melo-
dy from the show: violins played a 
bit of “Out of My Dreams,” clari-
nets introduced “People Will Say 
We’re in Love,” and so on. it was a 
delight in itself, and further proof 
of how rapidly the young musi-
cians were improving, even in the 
short months since the December 
debut; one or two proud parents 
still have those performances on 
videotape. 

Since that time, the band has 
flourished. During the second 
year, the benefit of veterans was 
apparent. in the spring, the group 

marched in a citywide parade of 
safety patrol members and won 
an award. Parents have appeared 
before the Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission and successfully peti-
tioned for grants; the first of these 
provided music stands. The fol-
lowing year, parent donations 
(pass-the-hat feature at the auc-
tion) financed the bass drum.  
One year there was a too-bounti-
ful population of saxophones and 
perhaps insufficient numbers  
of brass, but teachers can only 
delight in an abundance of enthu-
siastic students. by the time the 
band was well into its fifth year 
(early in the new millennium), its 
graduates were playing in junior 
high, delighting music teachers 
and giving audiences pleasant 
surprises. One or two veterans 
had returned for appearances in 
the musical’s pit band, or per-
formed at the Eldbrooke Artist 
Series, produced in the nearby 
Eldbrooke Methodist Church and 
directed by Sterling Scroggins. 
Certificates of appreciation (craft-
ed by a parent volunteer) were 
awarded to band members at the 
end of school years. in the words 
of these certificates, “music-mak-
ing gives joy to all of us.” 

Kathleen Hunter 
Parent 1992-99 

PTA Secretary 1994-99
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The Mosaic

For many years, the 
space over Janney’s 
front door was an 

unwelcoming blank wall. 
but in the winter of 1998, Mrs. 
Anne Gay planted the seeds for  
a mosaic to serve as a symbol of 
the Janney community. it was 
because of her vision that one 
year later she would be presented 
with this gift, a 4’x6’ mosaic, a 
“thank you” from the Janney com-

munity, for her 10 years of service 
to the school.

During her tenure, Mrs. Gay’s 
philosophy was that everything at 
the school should be done with the 
students in mind. Accordingly, 
when Lena Frumin and i were 
asked to design the mosaic, our 
desire was to involve the students 
in the process, to make this a true 
community effort. 

Each child drew a picture for 
the mosaic. These pictures of com-
puters, math problems, the globe, 

classrooms, rainbows, 
flowers, teachers, chil-
dren in school and at 
play, were displayed at 
the school. The ideas 
from these drawings 
became the foundation 
for the painting sketch 
made for the mosaic. 

The project took 
place over the next six 
months, with parents 
offering ideas and 
materials, such as 
glass and ceramic tiles 

and broken crockery. Glass artist 
Gary Rosenthal contributed lots  
of beautiful colored glass. Lena 
and i prepared the basic outline 
for the mosaic, with parents, 
teachers and children coming by 
to give advice and watch the prog-
ress. Then came the most exciting 
part. Cement was spread on the 
mosaic board and every student, 
from every class, all the teachers, 
aides and custodial staff, came, 
one-by-one, to add a piece to the 
mosaic. it was a very spirited 
week at school. 

Mrs. Gay added a special geode 
to the mosaic: the first gift she 
received from a student many 
years ago. Another teacher, Mrs. 
Williams, who was retiring after 
30 years, added a ceramic fish tile 
so that she too could be remem-
bered. in June 1999, on the last 
day of school, all the students and 
teachers filed outside the building 
at the end of assembly, to unveil 
the mosaic dedicated to Mrs. Gay. 

Joan Oshinsky 
Parent 1995-present

Reflections 
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Admiring the newly installed mosaic. Preliminary concept painting.
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An observer at the October 7, 1929 PTA meeting noted that, “the most significant and 

stimulating thing about it all was that the parents…most unmistakably exhibited 

the keenest interest in their school. This interest, if sustained, surely holds the 

promise of a great future for the school.” 
 1925-30s Ch a p t e r

Parents were “URGENTLY REQUESTED to forbid their children from crossing the street 

in the middle of the block on Albemarle between Wisconsin Ave. and 42nd St., in 

order to get in parked cars or for any other reason.”
 1940s Ch a p t e r

In another effort to discourage delinquency, Miss Hiscox presided over a city-wide PTA 

committee to investigate objectionable comic books sold on local newsstands. As 

reported at the time, “The PTAs explain that their object is not censorship and it is 

not directed against comic books alone. Improvement in the type of radio programs 

and movies available to children also will be sought.”
 1940s Ch a p t e r
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